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Tuoven the several subjects of the pre- 
sent paper have already been treated of at 
considerable length in some articles by Dr. 
O'Shaughnessy, published in the last vo- 
lume of Tue Lancet, yet, in order to 
render the present series complete, we 
shall present an ample abstract both of the 
methods of Dr. Christison, and of the im- 
provements upon those methods which have 
been suggested by Dr. O’Shaughnessy, ac- 
companied by some critical remarks, which 
we consider applicable to the whole. 

Dr. Christison thus describes the nitric 
acid in its pure or diluted state, and the tests 
by which it may be recognised :— 

“* When concentrated, nitric acid is easily 
known by the odour of its vapour, which is 
peculiar. When pure, the acid, as well as 
its vapour, is colourless ; when mixed with 
nitrous acid it is of various tints, and gene- 
rally yellow or orange. The acid of com- 
merce is also at times rendered impure by 
sulphuric acid, a circumstance which must 
be attended to in applying the subsequent 
tests. The simplest test for the nitric or 
nitrous acid is the action of copper, lead, or 
tin. If any of these metais in small: frag- 
ments, or tin powder, be thrown into either 
acid previously diluted with an equal volume 
of water, an effervescence takes place, which 
in the case of lead or copper is much acce- 
lerated by heat ; nitric oxide gas is disen- 
gaged ; and ruddy fumes of nitrous acid gas 
are formed when the gas comes in contact 
with the oxygen of the air. Many other 
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characteristic tests might be mentioned, but 

the one described is amply sufficient. In 
its diluted state it is not always so easily 
discovered as the other mineral acids, be- 
cause it does not form with bases any inso- 
luble salt or precipitate. Professor Liebig, 
however, has lately discovered a very cha- 
racteristic and elegant test, provided the 
acid is not diluted with more than 400 parts 
of water. His test is taken from the effect 
of this acid on the sulphate of indigo. A 
solution of indigo in sulphuric acid is to be 
added to the suspected fluid till it commu- 
nicates a perceptible blue tint, care being 
taken not to make the tint too dark, parti- 
cularly when the suspected fluid is presumed 
to contain but little nitric acid. A drop of 
sulphuric acid is next to be added, and the 
mixture being put into a glass tube, heat is 
to be applied till it boils. As soon as it 
reaches the point of ebullition the blue 
colour is either discharged altogether, so 
that a colourless liquid forms, or it gives 
place to a faint straw-yellow tint, The latter 
effect is remarked when the proportion of 
nitric acid is small, and the indigo tint 
rather deep.” 

On the preceding observations, and om 
the value of the indigo solution as a test for 
nitric acid in small quantities, Dr, O’Shaugh- 
nessy commented at considerable length, 
When the nitric acid is in sufficient quan- 
tity, say ten drops, he believes the mode of 
examination by the metals recommended by 
Dr. Christison to be entirely adequate, but 
he denies that it is equally efficacious, 
when, as in the majority of cases, scarcely 
so much as one drop of the pure acid can 
be obtained. When so minute a quantity as 
this only can be procured, it is perfectly 
evident that no such examination can be 
made. To remedy this defect, Dr, O'S, has 
recently proposed an entirely new re-agent, 
namely, morphine, which, when brought 
into contact with nitric acid, in the minat- 
est quantity, immediately produces a bril- 
liant vermilion colour, The mode of per- 








forming the experiment requires attention, 
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A capillary tube should be used to absorb 
the minute drop of suspected liquid, which 
should then be gently expelled on a parti- 
cle of morphine placed on a white porcelain 
surface, when the characteristic tint is in- 
stantly produeed, 

Dr. O'S, has also satisfactorily shown, in 
his first paper, that the evidence of the 
sulphate of indigo is entirely fallacious ; as 
chlorine, the chlorides, the chlorates, the 
muriate of iron, muriatic acid, and many 
other re-agents possess a similar decoloris- 
ing power. 

We proceed to consider the means de- 
vised for the analysis of impure mixtures. 
Dr. Christison recommends that the acid 
fluid be neutralised with the carbonate of 
potass, filtered and evaporated to crystal- 
lisation, that the crystals be heated with 
strong sulphuric acid, in order to ascertain | 
if nitrous fumes be evolved. ‘‘ Sometimes,” 
Dr. Christison adds, ‘ the nitrate of potass, 
when mixed with animal matters, will not | 
crystallise. On that account it will be pro- 
per, when crystals are not formed, to eva- | 
porate gently almost to dryness, and to treat 
the residue with alcohol, The nitrate of 
potass is thus dissolved, and so much of the 
animal matter left behind, that the solution 
is capable of crystallising.” Again, in a 
separate chapter he thus notices the chemi- 
cal properties of the nitrate of potass : 

* Its chemical properties are character: | 
istic ; it animates the combustion of burn- 
ing fuel, yields nitrous fumes when heated 
with strong sulphuric acid, and in solution | 








is precipitated yellow by the chloride of| 
platinum.* The salt of commerce contains | 
some muriate of soda, and hence the odour | 
disengaged by sulphuric acid is often mixed 
with that of chlorine or hydrochloric acid 
gus. Ifit is mixed with any ya arene or 
animal infusion by which it is coloured, it 
will be necessary, before applying these 
tests, to destroy the colour with a stream 
of chlorine, to remove by filtration any floc- 
culent matter that may be formed, and then 
to evaporate the solution till it crystallises, 
It will not always crystallise, however, when 
mingled with vegetable or animal matters; 
but it may even then be known by the defla- 
gration which ensues on the residee of the 
evaporation being dried and heated nearly 
to redness.” 

In opposition to these remarks, Dr, 
O'Shaughnessy asserts that the deflagration 





* This re-agent merely indicates the base, and 
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is by no means sufficiently characteristic, 
since the chlorates, bromates, oxalates, and 
iodates, are similarly affected. He then pro- 
poses a modified, and, as he conceives, more 
accurate method, for examining the nitrate 
of potash. ‘Io this we shal) presently advert ; 
but we must previously mention a fallacy in 
Dr. Christison’s process which has escaped 
the notice of our correspondent; namely, 
that the nitrate of potassa is not soluble in 
alcohol, and that white fumes are evolved 
by the action of sulphuric acid on anima! 
matter alone, These fumes are sometimes 
sulphurous acid ; more frequently an animal 
vapour, the nature of which we are not able 
todetermine.* Jt is true that Dr, Christison 
speaks of the examination of the crystals ; 
not of an amorphous mass ; but it will rarely 
happen that crystals can be obtained so pure 
that they will contain no organic matter, and 
the slightest particle is sufficient to invali- 
date the process by producing the sulphur- 
ousacid, The muriate of soda contained in 
organic matter or food, will also frequently 
crystallise with the nitrate of potash, or 
even by itself ; which affords another source 
of probable mistake. 

We have here also to recommend a mode 
of filtration which we first adopted in experi- 
ments on nitric acid, and which has proved 
of such great utility that we have since em- 
ployed it in several analyses of another sort. 
It consists of an application of the syphon 
principle, by folding lengthwise a slip of 
bibulous white paper (about three inches 
and eight long) into a plaited strip 
about half an inch broad. One end of this 
should then be passed down to the bottom 
of the suspected mixture, and the other ex- 
tremity bent over into a receiving glass, which 
should be placed some inches below the 
level of the glass containing the mixture for 
analysis, The annexed wood-cut exempli- 
fies the apparatus; a. the glass containing 
the impure mixture ; 6, the paper syphon ; 
ec. the receiving-vessel, The entire may 
be covered with a bell-glass to prevent any 
unnecessary evaporation, 
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* They are invariably associated with the odoreus 
principle of the substance acted on; thus, blood 
evolves s0 characteristic a smell, that Mr. Banuel 
pretends to ascertain in this manner the nature of 
suspected sanguineous stains. No confidence, how- 
ever, should be reposed on such a process, unless 
the analyst be on a par with the Nugidian bigod- 
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By this method an extreme degree of 
purity is obtained in the filtered fluid, Its 
only disadvantage is the time consumed in 
the filtering, which will be at least twenty- 
four hours for four ounces of fluid. Every 
mechanical impurity must, it is evident, be 
entirely removed, because the fluid passes 
through at least 200 times the thickness of 
filter it would in the ordinary mode ; in fact, 
it}is filtered through the length, not the 
thickness of the paper. In the case of the 
nitric acid its effects were decided by the 
following comparative experiments :—six 
ounces of thick pea-soup were divided into 
two portions, and ten minims of nitric acid 
were added to each; they were allowed to 
stand for twenty-four hours, and then 
ascertained by litmus paper to be acid; both 
were then neutralised, and one thrown on an 
ordinary filter,—the paper syphon being 
employed with the other. In a few minutes 
a thick glutinous paste of farinaceous matter 
so beset the pores of the first that the liquid 
passed through ‘vith extreme slowness, and 
the filtration was not completed for twelve 
hours, In the second the filtration occupied 
twenty-six hours. The two liquids were 
very different in point of transparency ; that 
filtered in the usual way being dark-brown, 
the other as limpid as distilled water. On 
evaporation a further difference was soon per- 
ceived, the fluid of the first deposited fiakes 
of vegetable matter, and could not be crys- 
tallised ; the second deposited no flakes and 
afforded several prisms as thick as needles, 
and an inch long. 

We must now cursorily notice the mode 
in which Dr, O'Shaughnessy, in his first 
paper, proposed to examine these crystals. 
Ile directs a drachm of them to be introduced 
into a very small retort with sulphuric acid, 
distillation to be performed, and the product, 









NITRIC ACID AND NITRATE OF POTASH. 6it 


nitric acid, to be condensed: a part of this is 
to be tried with morphia for the red colour; a 
second to be boiled with alcohol and par- 
ticles of metallic silver, in order to obtain 
the fulminating silver; the third isto be 
dropped into a concentrated solution of urea, 
which causes a precipitate of the nitrate of 
urea, 

In proposing these processes, it is evident 
that our correspondent fell into several, and 
by no means trivial errors, In the first 
place, it is quite idle to talk of adrachm of 
the nitrate of potass, in cases where great 
good fortune will scarcely supply the analyst 
with one-tenth of that quantity ; secondly, 
the silver test is certainly inapplicable, be- 
cause the nitrate of potash must always in 
these cases contain muriate of soda, and mu- 
riatic acid gas must, therefore, be disengaged 
along with the nitric, in Dr, O’Shaughnessy’s 
process of distillation. A chloride of silver 
will consequently be precipitated, which 
will inevitably preclude the formation of a 
particle of the fulminating cyanate ; more- 
over, the process is extremely difficult of 
performance, even with the purest materials, 
We think also, that wherever a drachm of 
nitre could be obtained, it would yield 
enough of nitric acid to show its decompo- 
sition by the metals, and the production of 
the brown nitrous acid fumes, which is of 
course the best evidence of the entire. 
Lastly, we do not place any confidence in 
the indications of the urea, for this reason, 
that the precipitation is apt to be prevented 
by muriatic acid, which we have already 
shown will usually be present. 

We are, however, indebted to Dr. 
O'Shaughnessy for a much more complete— 
a perfectly satisfactory method, described in 
his account of the analysis of a suspected 
stain in our S64th Number. We quote the 
description, as we consider it perfectly un- 
exceptionable, and a curious specimen of 
the analysis of almost inconceivably minute 
quantities of matter. Coupled with the mode 
of syphon filtering, we conceive this process 
to be amply adequate for the most compli- 
cated cases, for there is certainly no salt yet 
known which acts in the same way on mor- 
phine. 

“ The fragment of cloth was about an inch 
square, and was unaltered in colour round 
the margin of the corrosions; on being 
moistened with distilled water, it tasted 
RR2 
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612% IODINE AND HYDR 
acid, and reddened litmus paper; it was 
then agitated in a stoppered phial, with 5'} 
of distilled water, and a solution of caustic 
potash added, till litmus paper was no longer 
reddened. Three drops of this solution 
were then placed on a bit of glass, apart 
from each other; one was touched with a 
thin glass rod moistened with the nitrate of 
barytes, the second with the nitrate of silver; 
no precipitate took place in either instance, 
and thus the absence of sulphuric and muri- 
atic acids or their salts was satisfactorily 
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quantity of nitre be obtained, it may be de- 
composed by sulphuric acid in a small retort, 
and the product condensed, and treated with 
a few particles of copper, when the ruddy 
fumes of nitrous acid will be disengaged. 


IODINE AND THE HYDRIODATE OF POTASH. 


Todine.—The hydriodic acid and the hydri- 
odate of potash are important poisons, and 
deserve serious attention,although Dr. Chris- 


proved. 





“ After filtering the solution through a tison has passed over the first without propos- 
small glass funnel, the throat of which was | ing any method by which it may be detected, 
obstructed by a pellet of lint, it was then | and he treats of the last in far too superfi- 
evaporated to dryness on a watch crystal, | cial g manner. The characteristic chemical 
when a white saline crust remained, which eoute of inlinn inthe i tate is, thet 
weighed 14 of a grain, The lint, when dried Pitta sat a Nc Pigh il 
and touched with a lighted taper, burnt | *t forms with a cold solution of starch a blue 
slowly like match paper or moxa, indicating | compound, the iodine of starch, which, by 
that the salt which passed through it in so-/the action of heat, is rendered transparent 
lution, was either a chlorate or nitrate of | and colourless, and which, by a current of 
potash. To determine this point, the seline sulphuretted hydrogen gas, is also bleached 


id full d together, and ie yao ae 
ey as ssleate dam at a "diluted | and converted into hydriodic acid. This acid 


sulphuric acid on a fragment of white porce- | has no effect upon starch, and with alkalies 
lain ; on dropping a particle of morphia into | it forms a class of neutral salts, the hydrio- 
this, a brilliant vermilion stain was imme- | dates, of which the most important is the 
diately produced, which afforded a beautiful |), -asiodate of potass. ‘This salt in solution 


contrast with the pale surface of the porce- |. . : ’ 
lain beneath. Decisive proof was thus af- 18 capable of dissolving a considerable 


forded of the corrosions having been pro- | quantity of free iodine, and thus forms an 
duced by nitric acid. The rationale of the last | ioduretted hydriodate. When an oxygenized 
experiment, however, requires explanation : | acid, such as the sulphuric, is added to it, 
on placing the particle of nitrate of potash iodine is set free, which may be detected by 


in the dilute sulphuric acid, sulphate of = : 
potash is formed, and nitrous acid expelled, | Starch. The hydriodates are decomposed 


which immediately produces its beautiful|by many neutral metallic solutions, viz. 
and characteristic effect on the morphia. | those of platinum, lead, silver, and mercury, 
In repeating this experiment, it is also es- | an jodide of the metal being precipitated. 
acntieny aceesary 0 use white perveiain, | The iodide of platinum is soluble in ether 


since it is not acted on by the dilute sulphu- bl , ieihe d tod 
ric acid, and the production of the vermi- | *@¢ #™monia, and when ee > oe 
lion stain is thus rendered much more ness, yields free iodine on the application 


striking than it could be by any other mode | of heat. 
of proceeding.” Iodine, when taken into the alimentary 
The same remarks may be readily apptied | canal, remains there but a very short time 
to poisoning by the nitrate of potass itself, {tim a free condition. If the poisoned animal 
. must be remembered, however, that in cases | bave recently eaten bread, potatoes, or other 
where putrefaction has taken place, evidence | amylaceous matters, the iodine is almost 
must be given with great circumspection, as | immediately converted into the iodide of 
nitric acid is invariably formed by the de- | starch, and this again is, by some inexplica- 
composition of animal matter. To conclude | ble digestive process, transformed into the 
our notice of the nitric acid. If only the | hydriodic acid. So rapidly do these changes 
small quantity of nitrate of potass described | take place, thatin one instance in which we 
by Dr. O'Shaughnessy can be procured, still | administered a drachm of solid iodine to a 
the analyst may rest satisfied with the indi-| dog, though vomiting took place in fifteen 
cations afforded by morphine, coupled with | minutes, yet not a trace of free iodine could 
the deflagration of the filter-paper or lint.| be detected by starch in the rejected mat- 
In the case of stains it would be wrong to | ters, though hydriodic acid was found in 
use the syphon-filter. Finally, if a large | large quantities, 





REGENERATION OF THE LENS. 


Again, the hydriodic acid once formed, is 
rapidly eliminated through the several excre- 
tory channels. In forty minutes we have 
found it in the urine, in which, in the dog 
just alluded to, it was detected occasionally 
for five days; viz., on the first and second, 
and on the fourth and fifth, when he died. 
Strange to say, though the same process 
was performed witb every precaution on the 
third day, it gave no indications whatever of 
any compound ofiodine, We found it, how- 
ever, in the saliva, which was secreted in im- 
mense quantities on that day. After death 
uot a trace existed in the contents of the ali- 
mentary canal. It is also worth recording, that 
in this instance and four others no trace of in- 
flammation existed in the intestines,with the 
exception of a few ulcerations of the glands 
of Peyer and Brunner ; but the air-cells of 
both lungs were infiltrated with pus, and 
their substance was preternaturally soft. 

This case we consider of great practical 
importance, as we have strong reason to be- 
lieve that it affords an exact parallel to the 
chemical facts to be attended to in the hu- 
man subject. We believe that wherever 
death occurs later than sixty hours after 
poisoning by iodine, it will be sought in 
vain in the alimentary canal, while it may 
have been readily detected during life in 
the urine. One of the first chemical duties 
of the practitioner called to a suspected case 
should, therefore, be to secure that excre- 
tion for analytic examination, 

In Dr. Christison’s observations on the 
iodine poisons, these facts are entirely omit- 
ted as far as the analysis is concerned, and a 
mode of detecting the hydriodates is pro- 
posed, which would inevitably lead to total 
failure if applied to any complicated mineral 
fluid, such as the urinary excretion. We 
shall not, therefore, transfer it to our 
columns, but proceed to detail the process 
which Dr, O’Shaughnessy has proposed, and 
which we have had repeated opportunities 
of examining since his paper was published 
in this Journal. 

He sets out in his chemical examination, 
on the supposition that some combination of 
jodine has been taken. In order therefore 
to ascertain whether any free iodine is pre- 
sent, the contents of the alimentary canal 
are triturated with a little cold solution of 
starch, which would immediately cause the 
mixture to assume a blue colour. If the 
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blue colour appear, the mixture is, if ne- 
cessary, diluted with water, and exposed to 
a current of sulphuretted hydrogen, by which 
the iodide of starch is decolorised and con- 
verted into hydriodic acid. If no blue colour 
have been produced, the mixture is merely 
boiled with water and filtered. If the filter- 
ed fluid redden litmus paper, it should be 
neutralised with caustic potassa, and then 
reacidulated with aceticacid. He next adds 
the solution of the chloride of platinum, 
which, with the most minute quantities of 
bydriodic acid, either causes a durk-red pre- 
cipitate, or changes the fluid to a port-wine 
colour. It is then to be agitated with an 
ounce of ether, which dissolves the iodide 
of platinum, and separates it from the other 
fluids swimming on their surface, from 
which it may be removed by a suction tube, 
The ethereal solution is, finally, to be eva- 
porated to dryness, and the iodide of plati- 
num heated by the spirit-lamp flame in a 
small glass tube, when the iodine is disen- 
gaged in its characteristic violet vapour, | 
and condenses on the sides of the tube in 
dark dendritic crystals. 

The above process we have found to be 
extremely delicate and easy of execution, It 
is especially applicable to the urine or saliva. 
Occasionally in the urine, the simple addi- 
tion of cold solution of starch and sulphuric 
acid will strike the peculiar blue colour, 
which may be considered sufficient evi- 
dence. This experiment, however, is by 
no means so delicate as that just detailed, 
and it is, moreover, exceedingly liable to be 
interfered with by the animal matters which 
the urine contains. 





REGENERATION OF THE LENS. 

Some years ago, MM. Cocteau and Leroy 
d’Etiolle published in Magendie’s Journal a 
series of experiments, from which they were 
led to suppose that the lens, after having 
been extracted, is reproduced. The follow- 
ing isa brief account of these experiments. 
The extraction of the lens was always 
made on both eyes by an incision at the up- 
per part of the cornea, and was generally 
attended by prolapsus of the iris, and fol- 
lowed by violent inflammation. 

First Experiment.—This was made ona 
rabbit three months old, The lens could 
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the curette; the eyes became violently in- 
flamed, and when the animal was killed, a 
fortnight after the operation, the right eye 
was feund almost destroyed by inflamma- 
tion, and without any trace of the lens ; 
in the left, where the inflammation had been 
less intense, the capsule is stated to have 
contained a small lentiform transparent 
body, of less consistence than the healthy 
lens, and in that respect almost similar to 
its external portion. Of the size of the re- 
generated lens nothing is mentioned. 

In the Second Experiment, which was also 
performed on a young rabbit, the same re- 
sults were obtained, viz. inthe right eye, no 
trace of a reproduced lens was discovered on 
the 33rd day after the experiment, but in 
the left eye the capsule was found to con- 
tain a transparent lentiform body, of less 
consistence than the lens in its natural state. 

In the Third Experiment, the animal was 
killed on the 38th day after the operation ; 
no lens had formed on either eye, and the 
capsule contained only some grumous matter 
of rather more density than the vitreous 
body, but in no respects resembling a lens. 


Fourth Experiment.— During the opera- 
tion, which was performed on a cat, consi- 
derable hemorrhage took place, in conse- 
quence of a wourd of the iris, which also 
prolapsed. Violent inflammation ensued, 
and when, on the 30th day after the experi- 
ment, the eyes were examined, the mem- 
branes were found firmly adherent to one 
another, so that their contents hardly ad- 
mitted of any distinct examination. Nothing 
is said about the lens in the right eye, but 
in the transparent centre of the left eye, the 
experimenters found @ small body of almost 
lenticular form and amber colour, which 
firmly adhered to the surrounding parts, 


and was of great consistence, so as almost to | 


recemble a dried portion of the lens, or a 
piece of thick membrane. (Analogue du 
reste a une membrane épaisse ou 4 une por- 
tion du cristallin desséche.) 

The Fifth Experiment was performed on 
a dog of middle size; considerable inflam- 
mation ensued, and when the animal was 
killed, about six weeks afterwards, no trace 
of any lens could be discovered in the left 
eye, but in the right the capsule was found 
to contain a tran sparent lentiform body, of 
less size and consistence than the lens in its 
healthy siate. 

The Sixth Experiment was performed ona 
rabbit, and it isstated that when the animal 
was killed, six months after the operation, 
the capsule of both eyes was found to con- 
tain a transparent lens of the same size and 
consistence as those which had becn ea- 
tracted. In order to obtain still greater 
certainty about the result, the reproduced 


REGENERATION OF THE LENS. 


not be made to prolapse, except by means of | lenses were put into boiling water, by which 






they became opaque, hard, and friable, like 
those which had been extracted, except that 
the lamellous structure of the new lenses 
was evident in their external portions only, 


but |It is to be regretted that the last expe- 
|riment is related in a few words only, 
| while in the five former a detailed descrip- 


tion is given of the operation and its imme- 
diate consequences up to the death of the 
animal, 


From these experiments, MM. Cocteau 
and Leroy conclude, that no doubt can be 
entertained with regard to the reproduction 
of the lens, an inference which might appear 
extraordinary, if the experimental physiolo- 
gists of the Magendie school had not the 
exclusive right of forming hasty conclusions 








from imperfect experiments. Fortunately, 
| the above experiments have been lately re- 
| peated by M. Backhausen at Berlin, under 
the superintendence of M. Rudolphi, and 
we must state, that the manner in which his 
experiments are conducted and described, 
entitles them to much more confidence than 
those of MM, Cocteau and Leroy. The title 
of the work in which M. Backhausen has 
published his experiments, is, De Rege- 
neratione Lentis Crystalline Script. Oph- 
thalm. Min. ed Radius, vol. iii. 

M. Backuausen begins his treatise with 
a few comments on tae experiments of his 
predecessors, “ It will be remarked,” he 
soys, “ that, on the whole, twelve eyes were 
examined, in which the lenses had been ex- 
tracted ; of these, six did not exhibit any 
trace of a reproduced lens; in two (fourth 
jand fifth experiments), after very intense 
inflammation, so as to ptoduce a complete 
concretion of the tunics, lentiform bodies 
were found, of which the one ‘ resembled 
a dried portion of lens, or a thick membrane,’ 
and the other was ‘ less in size and consist- 
ence than the lens in its healthy condition,’ 
With regard to the first and second experi- 
ments, in which rudiments of the new lens 
were found after slight inflammation, I 
must observe, that the lenses of rabbits are so 
very large, as to render it extremely difficult 
to extract them entirely, and without leaving 
some portion of them, and if the removal of 
the lens requires the assistance of the cu- 
rette, I am that some divi- 
sion of it cannot be avwided. The pieces of 
leas which were found in the two experi- 
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ments in question, must consequently ra- 
ther be considered as remains of the parti- 
ally extracted lens, than as rudiments of 
reproduced ones, Lastly; the sixth expe- 
riment is entitled to no confidence at all, for 
the description of it merely states the fact of 
its having been performed, and attended | 
with complete success.” 

We now give an abridged account of M. 
Backhausen’s experiments, The incision of | 
the cornea was always made at the upper 
segment with Beer's knife, orin very young 
rabbits with a smaller one. 


Exp. L—In a rabbit of four months both 
lenses were extracted ; a small portion of 
the corpus vitreum of the ri; ght eye pro- 
truded, but the iris was not “wounded in 
either eye, nor did it prolapse. Slight in- 
flammation followed, but was speedily sub- 
dued by cold lotions ; and after twenty-two 
days, when the animal was killed, both eyes, 
with the exception of the cicatrix of the 
cornea, were found healthy, without any 
effect of inflammation, but also without any 
trace of lens in the capsule, the posterior 
portion of which was healthy and trans- 
parent. 


Expr. II.—A rabbit of two vears was sub- 
mitted to the uperation, whieh, however, on 
account of the violent contractions of the 
infundibuliform muscle, proved unsuccess- 
ful. In the left eye almost half of the lens 
could be made to protrude, and was ex. | 
tracted; in the right the extraction could 
not be ’ performed at all, On the death of 
the animal, twenty days after the operation, | 
the left eye was found in a healthy con-| 
dition, without any signs or effects of in- | 
flammation; the capsule was perfectly 
closed, and contained a portion of the lens | 
in @ semi-transparent state; the right eye 
was entirely destroyed by inflammation. 

Exrs. III, and 1V.—In a full grown rab- | 
bit, the lens of the right eye was extracted ; 
during the operation, a small portion of the | 
iris prolapsed, but Within a few days spon- 
taneously went back, merely by keeping 
the animal in a dark place. Alter a week 
the lens of the left eye was extracted; nei- 
ther of the operations was followed by any 
inflammation; and when the animal was 
killed on the 25th day after the extraction 
of the lens, the cornea of the right eye was 
found to be rather opaque, but the other 
tunics, as well as the humours of the eye, 
were in a healthy state; of the capsule and | 
lens no trace could be discovered. The 
same was the result of the examination of 
the left eye, except that in it the posterior 
lamina of the capsule was found, 


REGENERATION OF THE LENS, 
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Exrs. V. and VI.—On a young rabbit the 
left lens was extracted without difficulty ; 
slight inflammation followed, but having 
almost subsided on the seventh day, the 

operation was performed on the right eye ; 
the section of the cornea was, however, un- 
fortunately, not large enough, so that only 
part of it could be removed; the iris also 
prolapsed, and could not be reduced, 
| Twenty-five days after the first operation 
the animal was killed; the left eye, with 
|the exception of a slight opacity of the 
cornea, was perfectly healthy, but withowé 
any trace of lens; in the right the effects 
of iritis were visible, and the capsule cone 
tained a small portion of lens, 


Exps. VII. and VIII,—The extraction of 
the left lens offered nothing of interest ; 
that of the right was performed after an in- 
terval of a week, though not with complete 
success, for the lens did not prolapse en- 
tire, but was removed in several pieces. 
However, on the examination of the eye 
eighteen days after the second operation, 
nothing of the lens was found in it, 80 that 
it was either removed entirely by the ope- 
ration, or what remained had been absorbed 
afterwards. In the left eye no trace of the 
lens could be found, 


Exrs. 1X, and X,—In a rabbit of fourteen 
days, both lenses were extracted, the one 
six days after the other; hardly any in- 





flammation took place; and when, after 
twenty-three days, the eyes were dissected, 
jthey were fi und perfé ctly healthy, but 
| without any trace of lens. 


The extraction of the lens was then per- 
formed on two other rabbits of the same age, 
with exactly the same result. 


All the eyes on which the experiments 


| had been made, were placed in spirit of 


wine, but even by this method no traces 
of lens could be discovered in any, except 
those which had been the subjects of the 
second and sixth experiments, 

The researches of M. Backhausen appear 
to us to be almost conclusive against MM. 
| Cocteau and Leroy ; we should, however, 
| wish to see them again repeated by as ac- 
curate experimenters as M, Backhauseu, 
with the precaution of letting the animals 
live in some cases for six months after the 
operation, as was done by MM. Cocteau 
and Leroy in one case. 
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TAPPING IN HYDROCEPHALUS. 


PUNCTURE OF THE SKULL IN 
HYDROCEPHALUS, 


A late Number of the Lancetie Fran- 
¢aise mentions a case of hydrocephalus in a 
child of fourteen months, on whom a Dr. 
Bedor, of Troyes, performed the puncture 
of the skull with complete success. The first 
puncture, which was performed on the 12th 
of December 1527, gave issue to about a pint 
of limpid serum, and was followed by the 
cessation of the effects of pressure on the 
brain, as coma, squinting, hemiplegia of the 
left side, and contraction of the left thigh. 
These symptoms having however returned, 
it was found necessary to repeat the opera- 
tion, by which a smaller quantity of serum 
was evacuated with considerable relief. In 
this manner the operation was performed 
nine times within four months, after which 
period the child seemed to be perfectly well, 


and remained so for a year, when it died of 


pneumonia. On examination the right ven- 


tricle was found larger than usual, with at- 
tenuation of its parietes. At its upper part 
an infundibuliform impression was found, at 
the bottom of which were three fistulous 
points, probably the consequence of the 
punctures, 





A CASE OF 
SCIRRHUS UTERI, 


WITH MALIGNANT ULCERATION OF THE UTE- 
RUS, AND EXTIRPATION OF THAT ORGAN, 


By D. Evans, Esq., Surgeon, Belper, 
Derbyshire. 


[ Communicated by Dr. Buunvety 
and Dr. Catvert.] 


Josern Hastam’s wife, wtat. 47, of light 
complexion, stout, and not of unhealthy ap- 
pearance, the mother of thirteen children, 
applied for relief in the beginning of April 
under the following circumstances :— 

She states, that in Feb, last, during the 
severe frost and snow, she exposed herself 
to the cold at the time she was menstrunt- 
ing ; the discharge disappeared suddenly, 
and ever since she has felt great uneasiness, 
and occasionally very severe pains in the 
region of the uterus, sometimes extending 
to the loins and dowa the thighs, She has 





a very offensive discharge from the vagina. 
On examining with the finger by the vagina, 
the os uteri felt of a scirrhous hardness, 
With the assistance of a speculum, an un- 
healthy-looking ulcer, somewhat larger than 
a shilling, was discovered on the posterior 
edge, and rather within the os uteri; with 
the finger by the rectum the uterus felt 
harder than natural, and apparently some- 
what enlarged. Her general health was 
pretty good: she had menstruated regularly 
since she left off suckling her last child. 

She was directed to use alotion, consist- 
ing of one part of the solution of chloruret of 
soda, and sixteen of water ; to have the ulcer 
touched daily with a strong solution of ar- 
genti nitras, by means of a camel-hair 
pencil ; to take the extracts of hyosciamus 
and cicuta three times a day, an opiate 
when the pain was violent, and to have the 
bowels regulated by means of castor oil. 

This plan of treatment was contioued until 
the time she underwent the operation, with- 
out any material alteration, She was seen 
by Drs, Calvert and Bent, who considered 
her case to be hopeless. The latter recom- 
mended the muriated tincture of iron to be 
used in the same manner as the nitrate of 
silver, which was to be discontinued. 

In the beginning of July she took to her 
bed, Not deriving any material benefit from 
the treatment above mentioned, and being 
aware of the malignant nature of the disease 
from which she was suffering, she inquired 
ifit were not practicable to have the dis- 
eased parts removed by an operation, and 
stated her willingness to submit to any mea- 
sures, however painful, that would afford her 
a chance of recovery, She was told that no 
operation short of removing the entire womb 
could possibly benefit her, that this wes an 
operation attended with extreme danger ; 
that every possible means should be taken to 
palliate her sufferings, and with this assur- 
ance she had better be resigned to her fate. 
lhis, however, was far from satisfying her ; 
she continued to urge an operation at every 
succeeding visit. Her solicitations were par- 
ried for some time, but at length consented 
to. With the assistance of Mr. Bennett, I per- 
formed the operation at one o’clock on Sa- 
turday, October 16th, in the following man- 
ner :—Before proceeding with the details of 
the operation, it may be proper to state the 
alteration that had taken place in the pa- 
tient since her first application. Her gene- 
ral health was impaired, but not more than 
might have been expected from the long 
confinement and the suffering she had under- 
gone: she was not much emaciated, but 
very pale. For the last seven or eight weeks 
she had had a considerable discharge of 
blood, which she called being unwell. The 
ulceration had extended considerably; the 
os uteri had quite a ragged appearance. In 
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the upper portion of the vagina there was a 
little hardness, but no ulceration. Her pulse 
was small, and quicker than natural; her 
tongue was pretty clean, and her appetite 
not bad. 
ion.—The patient was placed on 
her back with the legs bent, as in the opera- 
tion for lithotomy ; the hands and feet were 
not bound, but each leg was supported by 
an assistant, Weiss’s speculum ani was in- 
troduced by the vagina, and a portion of the 
neck of the uterus seized with a pair of 
Lisfranc’s forceps, which were passed be- 
tween the blades of the speculum, and held 
by Mr. Bennett. The speculum was now 
withdrawn, and the uterus pulled down into 
the vagina, so as to be visible when the labia 
were separated. Another portion of the 
uterus was taken hold of by a second pair of 
forceps similar to the former, and likewise 
held by Mr. Bennett. He was requested to 
raise the uterus towards the pubes, so as to 
separate it as far as possible from the rec- 
tum, by which means the operator bad a 
better chance of seeing the parts he was 
about to divide, and was also in less danger 
of wounding the rectum. ‘The first incision 
was made with a common scalpel into that 
portion of the vagina which lies between the 
uterus and the rectum, dividing the mucous 
membrane and the fibrous substance of the 
vagina, but not penetrating the cavity of the 
a. The index finger of the left 
and, armed with a straight probe-pointed 
bistoury, was passed into the wound, and 
the incision continued first as far as the right 
lateral ligament, and then as far as the left. 
Thus the posterior half of the vagina was 
divided. The uterus was now drawn down 
towards the anus, by Mr. Bennett altering 
the position of the forceps, so as to expose 
the parts between it and the bladder. I then 
proceeded to make a small aperture in that 
portion of the vagina situated between the 
uterus and the bladder, into the cavity of 
the peritoneum. Through this opening the 
index finger of the left hand was introduced, 
and the incision extended each way as far 
as the lateral ligaments, in a similar manner 
to what has been mentioned in dividing the 
posterior parts. At this period of the ope- 
ration the bladder was unfortunately punc- 
tured, and from three to four ounces of urine 
escaped at the opening. This was partly 
owing to a fold of the bladder being dragged 
down with the uterus from its natural situa- 
tion, and partly to the quantity of urine 
which the bladder contained. It was in- 
tended that the catheter should be intro- 
duced prior to the commencement of the 
operation, but as the patient stated she had 
just evacuated the contents of the bladder 
as well as the bowels, it was deemed unne- 
cessary. There now only remained to be 
divided, the lateral Lgaments and the parts 





contained in them. The forceps being re- 
moved, and the hand carried into the vagiva 
(which was easily effected), two or three 
fingers were passed through the anterior 
incision, and the fundus of the uterus hooked 
down by them. A strong tenaculum was 
deeply fixed into the uterus, by which it 
was drawn down, so as partially to protrude 
at the os externum; the left index finger 
was passed behind the right lateral ligament, 
it was then divided, with the round ligament 
and fallopian tube, and afterwards bebind 
the left, which, with its contents, was di- 
vided in like manner. The uterus was now 
completely separated—it was removed with- 
out any difficulty. Two or three small por- 
tions of hardened vagina were left in the 
pelvis, to be removed at some future period 
if necessary. 

The operation was borne with very great 
fortitude ; it lasted about twenty minutes, 
and not more than five or six ounces of blood 
were lost. ‘Lhe patient appeared somewhat 
exhausted, but not more than might have 
been expected after so severe an operation. 
A little brandy and water were given, after- 
wards she was put to bed, and took sixty 
drops of landanum. 

Examination of the Ulerus.—The uterus 
was rather larger than natural, and the os 
uteri a complete mass of ulceration. On 
cutting open the uterus, its walls were found 
to be thickened and exceedingly hard. The 
ulceration had not extended beyond the 
neck; the mucous membrane lining the 
body of the uterus had a healthy appear- 
ance. 

Light p.a, Complains of occasional pains 
in the lower part of the abdomen, which 
she attributes to wind, bat without any 
tenderness or distension. Countenance 
rather anxious; pulse 120, and feeble. 
Ordered fomentations to the belly, and 
thirty leeches if the pain be not relieved in 
the course of an hour; the female catheter 
to be introduced and allowed to remain in 
the urethra. 

Second day. Nine a.m. Sunday. Has 
slept several hours during the night; pain 
relieved by the leeches and fomentations ; 
took half an ounce of castor oil at her own 
request, which was rejected in a few 
minutes; still complains of sickness, and 
flying pains in the lower part of the abdo- 
men ; has had no stool ; urine passes freely 
by the catheter; tongue slightly furred in 
the centre, and dry, but moist on the edges; 
pulse 120, and feeble; no fever. Apply 
twenty leeches to the lower part of the 
belly; let her take the saline effervescing 
medicine every three or four hours, and a 
second dose of castor oil immediately. Her 
diet to consist of milk-porridge and barley- 
water. 

Nine p.m. Her general appearance is not 
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a0 favourable as in the morning; counte- 
nance rather anxious; complains of feeling 
low, and has been troubled very much with 
—o ; has slept at intervals during the 

ay. 
soft, and pressure is borne without pain. Or- 
dered twenty drops of liq. opii sedativus, 
with a little mint-water, and the dose to be 
repeated in two hours if necessary ; to have 
a little weak brandy and water, and to be 
kept very still and quiet. 

Third day. Monday. Nine a.m. Some- 
thing better; slept well till four o'clock, 
when the pain returned; she then took a 


second dose of liq. opii sedativus, after | 


which she became easy, and fell asleep ; 


pulse same as last night; tongue rather, 


more furred, and drier ; countenance more 
natural; is free from pain ; has only had 
one evacuation ; belly a little too full, but 
not tender, To take half an ounce of castor 
oil directly, and to repeat the dose in three 
or four hours if necessary. Continue the 
effervescing medicine. 

Nine p.m. Scarcely so well. Complains 
of a pain in the right hip and groin, which 
has continued for the last two hours; the 
bowels have been purged rather violently 
(seven or eight times), which bas produced 


a good deal of lowness; has been sick for, 


the lastjhour ; pulse 120, and feeble, as yes- 


terday ; has taken food several times, and slept 
at intervals. Repeat the anodyne draught. 
Fourth day. Tuesday. Nine a.m. Some- 
thing better this morning. Slept pretty well 
during the night; belly soft, and not at all 
painful; pulse same as last night; still com- 
plains of sickness ; has not purged since last 


Continue the effervescing mixture. 

Nine p.m. Not so well; has been dis- 
turbed by the family, Belly a little fuller 
than natural, rather painful, but not tender ; 
sickness has not returned since morning; 
pulse 115, and rather stronger. Ilas had no 
stool since last night. Ordered fomentations 
to the belly; to take another composing 
draught to-night, and three drachms of castor 
oil the first thing in the morning. 

Fifth day. Wednesday. Nine a.m. Some- 
thing better; pain relieved by the fomenta- 
tions ; pulse 120; tongue rather furred in 
the centre ; countenance more natural ; belly 
still too large, particularly about the pubic 
region; has had no stool. The urine has 
passed by the vagina since last night. The 
catheter was withdrawn, and found to be 
quite stopped up with thick mucus; it was 
cleaned and again passed into the bladder, 
when about an ounce and e half of healthy 
urine ceme away. Iles had a slight return 
of sickness this morning, A common glys- 
ter to be administered immediately. She 
had a return of pain in the middle of the 
day ; it was relieved after the bowels had 
been moved, and twenty leeches applied. 


night. 


She is free from pain; the belly is/ 
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| Nine rp.w. Much better; quite free from 
pain; a little urine passes by the catheter, 
but more by the vagina. Repeat the ano- 
dyne draught. 
"Sixth day. Thursday. Nine a.m. Has 
had a good night, and continues better in 
every respect. 

Nine p.m. Not quite so well; catheter 
has got plugged up again, and the urine has 
come away by the vagina, causing severe 
smarting. In other respects she is quite as 
well as in the morning. The catheter was 
removed, cleaned, and replaced. To take 
another opiate to night. 

Seventh day. Friday. Nine a.w. Has 
passed a good night; complains only of the 
smarting pain in the vagina ; catheter quite 
stopped up; no urine has passed by it for 
some hours. The nurse was shown how to 
introduce the catheter, and requested to 
withdraw it frequently, clean it, and intro- 
duce it again. 

Eighth day, Saturday, Nine a.m. Much 
better ; pain quite gone ; has passed a good 
night; bowels quite open, 

Nine r.m. Continues better. 

Ninth day. Sunday. Still better. 

Tenth day. Monday. No material al- 
teration, She takes milk-porridge several 
times during the day. From this time she 
|has continued to improve. On the 30th of 

October a speculum was passed into the 
|vagina; the parts appeared healthy ; but, 
on examioing with the finger, the cicatrix 
felt hard and scirrhous. The puncture in 
the bladder was not perceived ; but as the 
urine continued to pass by the vagina, it 
was too certain that the wound in the blad- 
der was not healed. She was requested to 
lie upon her belly as much as possible, so as 
to allow the edges of the wound to be in 
contact with each other; by this means it 
was hoped that union might take place. 
On the Sth of November, she had a slight 
return of pain in her back striking down 
her thighs and into the groins; it was re- 
lieved by the application of half a dozen 
leeches, and the hip-bath. At the present 
time, Nov. 16th, she appears better than she 
was before undergoing the operation. Her 
tongue is clean, her appetite good, and her 
countenance animated, She is unconscious 
of any other discharge from the vegina, ex- 
cept the urine; to-day she has been re- 
quested to discontinue the catheter alto- 
gether, and to wear a piece of sponge in the 
vagina. 





Arsexic rs Acur.—Dr. Dakin, of Co- 
lumbus, states, that he has given Arsenic in 
large doses in Ague with great success,—in 
pills, in doses of } gr., 4 times a day ;—in 
one case, 5 grs, in 3 days, and without any 

| Serious injury. 





Fran Se & 


eo roe virowv7y " wv 


‘eaerFnwenrti nwqe 


MR. LIZARS ON HERNIA. 619 


OBSERVATIONS ON HERNIA. 


By Joux Lizars, Esq., Surgeon to the 
Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh. 


Whew we take a survey of the cases re- 
corded in the medical periodicals during 
the last few years, we cannot refrain from 
coming to the conclusion that we have not 
data sufficient to decide the propriety of 
operating in this perplexing disease ; and 
these cases must convince every unpre- 
judiced observer, that peculiarities occur in 

ernia which overturn all our anticipations 
and prognostications ; while they seem to 
prove that little short of a life-time spent 
in a hospital is requisite to amass a suffi- 
cient number of cases to guide us in our 
diagnosis. From these cases, then, together 
with those which have fallen under my own 
immediate observation, as also from con- 
sidering what has been written on hernia by 
some of the ablest systematic authorities, I 
am induced to offer a few observations on 
the subject, together with the reports of! 
cases which appear to me worthy of atten- | 
tion in a practical point of view. 

There are four species of hernia which, in 
my opinion, demand an operation, viz., the 
acute or inflammatory strangulated; the 
slow or chronic strangulation ; the incarce- 
rated hernia; and the obstructed hernia. 
Mostly all authors are agreed that an opera- 
tion is indispensable in the acute kind of 
strangulation, and very few dissent from its 
necessity in the chronic species ; but a diffe- 
rence of opinion exists amongst our greatest 
authorities regarding an operation being ne- 
cessary in either the incarcerated or the ob- 
structed hernia, 

The incarcerated is considered synony- 
mous with the strangulated, by Mr, Law- 
rence; and according to etymology he is 
nearly correct, as both of them mean an 
impediment or interruption to actions or 
functions. The term incarcerated , or im- 
prisoned, applied commonly to an individual 
who is prevented from extending his actions 
beyond a given extent or boundary, is ob- 
viously employed by way of metaphor in 
surgery ; whereas the word strangulated, as 
used in surgical language, means, when 
applied to the intestines, that they are suffo- 
cated or unable to circulate their contents. 
By Professor C, Bell, accordingly the in- 
carcerated is considered distinct from the 
strangulated hernia; and it may be viewed 
as analogous to the chronic kind of strangu- 
lation in its first stage, that is, before the 
inflammatory symptoms have begun. Inthe 
writings, then, of the two authors now 
named, there is no difference between the 
incarcerated of the one, and the incipient 


stage of the chronic kind of strapgulation of 





the other; nef, strictly speaking, would 
there be any difference between these, and 
the obstructed of Mr, Stephens, did not this 
last author insist on adhesions being a con- 
dition of the obstruction. Mr. Lawrence 
himself allows that the symptoms are often 
of such a mixed and indefinite nature, as to 
allow of their being arranged without impro- 
priety under either the acute or the chronic 
species ; and Mr. Stephens considers mixed 
cases, that is, cases of obstruction and stran- 
gulation, to be of much more frequent occur 
rence than those of simple obstruction. 
These three species, the chronic kind of 
strangulation, the incarcerated, and the ob- 
structed hernia, all prove fatal if not re- 
lieved, by inducing, first, impediment to the 
muscular or peristaltic action of the intes- 
tine; secondly, inflammation; and, lastly, 
exhaustion, or gangrene, ‘‘ Surgeons,” says 
Professor C, Bell, ‘* should put this simple 
question to themselves: Doesit not happen, 
that when there is obstruction in circum- 
stances which do not prevent the blood pass- 
ing to the diseased or obstructed part, when 
consequently there is not gangrene from 
deficiency of circulation, yet the patient is 
carried off with the same train of symptoms, 
and in the same period, and with similar ap- 
pearances after death, as in what is called 
strangulated hernia? Itis the obstruction 
of the canal, then, which kills the patient, 
not the strangulation and injury to a part of 
the intestine; and the obstruction kills by 
the violence of the inflammation occasioned 
by the accumulation in the upper parts of 
the canal, and the violent working of the 
muscular coat of the intestines.” So much 
for Professor C, Bell's clear definition of 
incarcerated hernia. 

‘© The slow strangulation,” says Mr, 
Lawrence, ‘takes place in large and old 
herniw, which have been often protruded 
and replaced, or which have been long un- 
reduced. The contained intestines, removed 
from their natural situation, and no longer 
supported by the pressure of the respiratory 
muscles, are probably rendered somewhat 
indolent in performing their functions.— 
Irritation and obstruction, and a consequent 
accumulation of the intestinal contents, 
supervene,” 

Mr. Stephens, again, is of opinion, that 
adhesion of the intestine to the sac produces 
the same fatal result as the incarcerated 
hernia. “ The character,” says he, “ which 
the disease assumes, is that of peritoneal 
and general abdominal inflammation :—the 
symptoms are not clearly those of strangu- 
lation: dissection, however, shows a very 
extensive inflammation of the intestines, 
&e., and more especially among the con- 
tents of the hernia. The inflammation here 
occurs as a consequence of the adhesions 
and morbid conditions which the parts in a 
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rupture acquire; and therefore a hernis, 
besides the risk of its becoming strangulated, 
has other mischievous and fatal tendencies.” 

This preternatural adhesion of the pro- 
truded intestine in the last species, or ob- 
structed hernia, it is obvious, must bind 
down the gut, so as to prevent its muscular 
or peristaltic action ;—thence it becomes an 
obstruction to the course of the feces, and 
ultimately excites the contiguous portion of 
the intestine to inflame ; just in the same 
way as, only in a milder degree than, Gim- 
bernat’s ligament biods down a small part 
of the paries, not the whole cylinder, of the 
intestine in crural hernia, and produces in- 
flammation, with inverted action of the 
intestinal canal, and all the concomitant 
symptoms of strangulation. The adhesion 
of the gut, then, in this species, or obstruct- 
ed hernia, must impede its natural functions 
more than in either the incarcerated or the 
slow kind of strangulation ; for, in the first, 
or the obstructed, there is the adhesion com- 
bined with the removal of the intestine from 
its natural situation, togetber with the want 
of pressure by the respiratory muscles. 

* It may be a question,”” says Mr. Law- 
rence, ‘“‘ whether the stricture produces its 
injurious effects, that is, the peritoneal in- 
flammation which supervenes sooner or later 
by direct irritation of the parts included, or 
more indirectly by obstructing the intestinal 
contents ;”" and Mr. Travers observes, “ that 
the symptoms of strangulated hernia cannot 
be distinguished from those of mechanical 
obstruction, unconnected with pressure.’ 

Having made these preliminary obser- 
vations, I shall proceed to detail two cases 
of obstructed hernia, one of which, not ope- 
rated on, proved fatal; while the other, 
which had been operated on, was successful. 

In the session of 1825 and 1824, I was 
requested by one of my pupils to visita 
man about seventy years of age who was 
labouring under strangulated scrotal hernia. 
I proceeded to reduce it, and in my attempt 
heard a gurgling noise, and found the ta- 
mour so collapsed that I naturally consider- 
ed I had succeeded in the reduction. I 
ordered a cathartic enema, and afterwards 
half an ounce of castor oil. The injection 
operated indifferently, but the oil copiously ; 
still there remained a tenderness of the ab- 
domen, with some febrile action, but no 
pain in the tumour. The patient died the 
fourth day from that on which | first saw 
him; fortunately an examination was allow- 
ed. Tomy surprise there were fully four 
inches of the ileum contiguous to the caput 
ecceum coli without the abdominal canal, in 
the herniary sac, extremely dark-coloured, 
and coated with recently-formed coagulable 
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effused, Within the abdomen, the intes- 
tine for some inches, both above and below 
the seat of obstruction, was of a dark colour, 
end much thickened in structure. The peri- 
toneal surface of the rest of the intestines, 
where these rested or touched each other 
with their convex margins, was studded 
with patches of inflamed vessels, 

Since the above case occurred, I have 
operated with suecess on several similar 
cases, which I feel confident would have 
proved fatal had no operation been perform- 
ed. The next case which I shall relate, 
oceurred in the Royal Infirmary, and I shall 
detail it at length from the Reports :— 

** Janet Sutherland, aged 35, admitted on 
Saturday evening, November 5, 1830. She 
was a patient in the same ward about six 
weeks ago. On her admission, on that oc- 
casion, she had a crural hernia of the left 
side, which had been down for eight days, 
and was accompanied with obstinate con- 
stipation of the bowels, tenderness of abdo- 
men, nausea, vomiting, and acceleration of 


| pulse, but no pain of the tumour, although 


there was some tension. From the history 
of her case at the time, a portion of the 
tumour was known to have been constantly 
down for upwards of a year. The size of the 
tumour was considerably diminished by the 
taxis and the bath; and then by the use of 
purgative injections the bowels were freely 
opened, and their functions continued natu- 
ral, the other symptoms disappearing. She 
states that, after leaving the hospital, the 
tumour still further diminished, and one 
day went up entirely. Nine days before 
her present admission, after costiveness of 
the bowels, the tumour again increased, 
somewhat beyond its former bulk, since 
which period the bowels have not been 
opened, and she has been troubled with 
pretty frequent vomiting of green bilious 
matter. There is much distension of abdo- 
men, with pain on pressing the lower or 
sacral part of the epigastric region, also 
considerable distension of the tumour, but 
no tenderness of it whatever; the tongue is 
furred, and the pulse small and wiry. The pa- 
tient was immedietely putin the warm-bath, 
and on grasping the tumour with the hand, 
the contents of the intestine went back into 
the abdomen with a gurgling noise. The 
tension and size of the tumour being di- 
minished to the same extent as when she 
left the hospital last, no further attempt 
was made at reduction. A turpentine in- 
jection was then given, which produced a 
very scanty dejection of hardened feces. A 
draught of salts and senna was next given, 
which was vomited; afterwards twelve 
leeches were applied to the abdomen.— 


lymph, besides some old adhesions; and|6th. A turpentine injection was adminis- 
between the intestine and the sac, nearly/tered this morning, but was not retained ; 
four ounces of sanguineous serous fluid were | no stool; the symptoms continue unabated, 
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with vomiting of a greenish fluid, having a|no warm-bath, no taxis, had the slightest 
stercoraceous smell: no tenderness of the | effect in unloading the bowels, in lessening 
tumour. Mr. Lizars, in absence of Mr.|the pain in the abdomen, or in reducing its 
Liston, again placed the patient in the/tenseness, until a portion of the sac was 
warm-bath, and attempted the taxis, but| dissected off the intestine, At the same 
without success; pressure on the tumour time I donot mean to deny that the con- 
produced no diminution in its size, and no | striction produced by Gimbernat’s ligament, 
gurgling noise; the abdomen was remark- | and tle neck of the sac, contributed to pro- 
ably tense and tender when pressed; the | duce this obstruction. From the fatal cases 
tongue brown, and the breath emitted a| which I have witnessed, together with their 
stercoraceous smell. A consultation was | dissections, | am decidedly of opinion, that 
then held, when Professors Russel and Bal- in all cases of hernia, where there remain 
lingall, and Mr. Lizars, were of opinion,| tenderness and tenseness of the abdomen, 
that an operation should be immediately| with inflammatory or febrile symptoms, 
performed, which was done by Mr. Lizars| after apparent reduction of the protruded 
in the following manner :—a T incision was/ viscera, or their contents, we are justified 
made through the integuments, the fascia} in operating ; and it is my belief that the 
superficialis, and the cellular tissue, which | peculiar condition of the viscera, which will 
were dissected aside, when the herniary sac, be found to be still protruded, form the 


was exposed, adhering extensively to the 
intestine, which was about three inches in 
length. There were two small cysts, con- 
taining a serous fluid, formed between the 
sac and the intestine, in consequence of 
these adhesions, which was evacuated, The 
intestine was of a dark livid colour. Gim- 
bernat’s ligament was now divided horizon- 
tally towards the pubes, when the contents 
of the intestine were attempted to be emp- 
tied, but in vain. A portion of the neck of 
the sac, therefore, in the contiguity of Gim- 


bernat’s ligament, was carefully dissected 
off from the intestine, and the gut was then 
emptied of its contents, which could not be 


done before. The intestine and sac, in con- 
sequence of their extensive adhesions, could 
not be returned, and were consequently left 
in their position; they were covered with 
the integuments, which were brought toge- 
ther by stitches; a compress was applied, 
together with a bandage, and the patient 
carried to bed. Half an hour after the ope- 
ration, a purgative enema was administered, 
when the bowels were freely opened, an 
effect which could not be accomplished be- 
fore. Twenty-four leeches were applied to 
the abdomen, and half an ounce of castor 
oil taken by the mouth, By the evening 
she had had two motions from the castor 
oil, and expressed herself free from pain; 
the abdomen was flaccid, and not painful on 
pressure; the pulse full and soft; and the 
tongue moist.” From the hour of the ope- 
ration she progressively recovered, and was 
discharged this day, January 6, 1831, cured. 
Upon an examination before her dismissal, 
there was no appearance of either the her- 
niary sac or the intestine, in the inguinal 
region, both having retired into the abdo- 
minal cavity, and thus admitting of the ap- 
plication of a rupture truss. 

This last case, in my opinion, is very in- 
structive. It shows clearly the nature of 
Stephens’ obstructed hernia ; for it will be 
observed that no injections, no purgatives, 





| chief, if not the sole cause of the fatal symp- 


toms. If I am correct in this opinion, the 
motion of the bowels should be totally dis- 
regarded, as being equally deceitful with 
the apparent return of the protruded viscera. 
What do those, who object to operating in 
such cases as the preceding, say to the cases 
of hernia detailed by Sebatier, Dupuytren, 
and others ; where, after returning the her- 
niary tumour by the taxis, the symptoms of 
strangulation have continued—the patient 
has been made to cough so as to again pro- 
trude the herniary tamour—the integuments 
then divided and dissected back—the sac or 
its neck found to be the cause of strangula- 
tion—and where, on this being divided or 
dissected off, the intestine was relieved 
from all strangulation, and returned together 
with the sac, with success ? 
Edinburgh, 34, York Place, 
Jan. 12, 1831, 





OBSTETRIC AUSCULTATION. 
LETTER FROM DR. CLINTON ON THE SUBJECT 
OF DR. KENNEDY'S REPLY TO DR. NAGLE. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir,—In Dr. Kennedy's reply to Dr, Na- 
gle’s paper ou obstetric auscultation, certain 
charges are preferred against me, which are 
neither founded in fact, nor, as it appears to 
me, in the slightest degree warranted by 
that passage in Dr. Nagle’s paper, which, 
as far as I know, furnishes the ouly ground 
for the accusation, In Dr. Kennedy's re- 
ply, it is insinuated that I have unthink- 
ingly intrusted myself into the hands of Dr. 
Nagle; that I have acquiesced in his views 
without the trouble of inquiry ; that T have 
not read Dr. Kennedy's paper, which my 
name is brought forward to overthrow; and, 
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lastly, that I have wilfally countenanced|tion. It can hardly be imagined that Dr. 
misrepresentation and ignorance. If it be | Nagle could expect to derive any to 
a fact, as Dr, Nagle states, that I agree | his opinions, from the authorit a man 
with him in opinion, Dr, Kennedy seems to | who was not known to have paid any atten- 
argue that the truth of these charges must | tion to the subject in dispute between him 
inevitably follow. It will be my business |and Dr. Kennedy, Besides, Dr. Nagle is 
to show, that my own innocence of the above | well aware that facts and arguments alone can 
charges, and Dr. Nagle’s veracity, are quite | decide a disputed question in science, and 
compatible with each other. that the authority of any individual, how- 
It will appear, on referring to Dr. Nogle’s | ever respectable, scarcely deserves any con- 
paper, that the only one of his views and/sideration. I therefore ascribe the use 
statements in which be says that I coincide | which he has made of my name to a very 
with him, is that which relates to the! different motive, to a desire of making it 
site of the soufflet. It is, therefore, un-| known that | was not inattentive to a branch 
warrantable to impute to Dr. Nagle the de- | of medical science, which all those who know 
sire of identifying himself with me in all| me might suppose to be wholly neglected by 
his views, and it is perfectly gratuitous to|me. To me it is a matter of wonder, that 
assert that the one opinion in which Dr.| those who know Dr. Nagle, who is one of 
Nagle says we agree, was adopted by me on | the most accurate auscultators with whom I 
his authority, without previous examination. | am acquainted, should suppose he could de- 
The contrary is the fact. 1 havelong enter-! rive any advantage from appealing to my 
tained the opinion, that the sound which is | authority in support of his particular views 
called the placental murmur is not seated in | regarding obstetric auscultation. 
the placenta itself, but in the large arteries! It is obvious that, as I had not read Dr, 
around the uterus. In this opinion I have|Kennedy’s paper before Dr. Nagle’s was 


been confirmed by the facts and arguments! pnblished, I could not be a party to the 
contained in Dr. Nagle’s paper ; for he was | alleged misrepresentations contained in the 
so kind as to communicate them to me, when | latter; and this I hope will preserve me 
he was moking that point the subject of | from the calamity of forfeiting Dr. Ken- 


particular investigation. He was therefore | 
perfectly correct in stating that I agreed 


with him in opinion respecting the site of 
the soufilet. But it does not by any means 
follow, that the charges brought against me 
by Dr. Kennedy are true ; for itappears that 
there is no ground whatever in Dr, Nagle’s 
paper for the charge of my adopting at his | 
views, as that paper mentions only one in- 

stance of an agreement in opinion between 
us, nor any ground for the insinuation that 
such opinion was received by me without 
inquiry, as it, in fact, was previously enter- 
tained by myself. It is true, however, that 
the opinion in question was formed without 
consulting Dr. kK.’s paper, and what perhaps 
will surprise Dr. Keanedy much more, it is 
equally true that it still remains the same, 
although I have since considered it with the 
advantage of all the lights afforded by Dr. Ken- 
nedy's able production, Perhaps the know- 
ledge of this circumstance will induce Dr. 
Kennedy to change his opinion respecting 
the facility with which 1 may be led to 
adopt the views of others without due ex- 
amination. It is not very probable that the 
opinions of a man who could resist the 
force of his arguments would yield to those 
of another, whom Dr. Kennedy considers 
very ignorant; nor is it likely that such a 
man would uxthinkingly intrust himself into 
the hands of any writer, even though it| 
were Dr. Kennedy himself. 

As to the supposition that my name was 





nedy’s good opinion, which I shall be very 
happy to retain as long as I can do so, 
without the hazard of losing my own. 

It will also be granted that, as I have 
now attempted to correct the unintentional 
misrepresentations of Dr. Kennedy, it is 
not very probable that I would sanction the 
wilful misrepresentations of Dr. Nagle, if 
I knew ofany such. It appears, however, 
that as far as I am concerned, the charge of 
misrepresentation against the latter is quite 
unfounded ; and | may now add that I do 
not know any man who is less capable of 
wilfully misrepresenting another than Dr, 
Nagle, and least ofall a gentleman for whom 
he entertained a high respect, as I know he 
did for Dr. Kennedy, at the time of publishe 
ing his first letter. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient humble servant, 
P, Cuinton, 
Dublin, Jan. 21, 1831. 


REPLY OF DR. NAOLE TO DR. KENNEDY. 


*“ Neque ego illi detrahere ausim, 


| * Hereret’ capiti‘ si ulla’ cum laude, coronam.” 


To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


Sin,—If in his letter, published in Tue 
Lancer of the 8th inst., Dr. Kennedy had 
confined himself to facts and arguments, in- 


brought forward to overthrow Dr. Kennedy’s | stead of resorting to intemperate and un- 
paper, it scarcely deserves a serious selate- | evustoous declamation, he would have act- 
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ed better for his own respectability at 
least. Indeed, could I condescend to aim 
at “ victory in dispute” over him, the vitu- 
perative language in which he has heen 
pleased to indulge, would furnish the very 
best proof, that he felt himself deficient in 
arg t. To * misrepresent” him infen- 
tionally, would be not only the extreme of 
folly on my part, his paper having gone be- 
fore the profession, but quite inconsistent | 








the epigastric arteries. For a mere ac- 
coucheur such knowledge | admit may not 
be requisite, and Dr. Kennedy might be 
| prudent in excluding from the “ store-house 
of his memory” all unnecessary ‘ lumber.” 

Equally unsuccesstul shall I prove him 
to have been in the other, as it were, but 
yet is not, instance of my ignorance of 
anatomy. Suppose me unacquainted with 
the course of the lateral uterine artery, 


with the feelings and principles by which | would that instance he sufficient to establish 
I hope I have hitherto succeeded in regu-| my ignorance of the important parts of ana- 


lating my conduct, 

He has been pleased to say that I affixed 
“M.D.” to my name! ‘The pages of Tue 
Lancet prove the contrary; and I can as- 
sure him, that I should be extremely sorry 
to take “ M.D.” as a substitute for M.1. 
Though I admit that, ‘‘ a rose, by any other 


name would smell as sweet ;’’ yet, if there | 


be any-thing in a title, it will be conceded, 
by the intelligent at least, that those who 
enjoy the privilege of attaching M.b. to 
their names, need not be anxious to sacri- 
fice it for even Dr. Kennedy’s ** M.i).” 
His creditable attempts to prove me 
** ignorant of anatomy,” 1 am sure that you, 


| tomy to be learned in the dissecting-room 

alone, and not from the convenient inspec- 
| tion of casts and plates?” Buteven such in- 
|spection might satisfy Dr. Kennedy, that 
* the lateral uterine artery passes forwards, 
inwards, and runs between the lamine of the 
broad ligament to the inferior part of the side 
of the uterus, where it divides into a num- 
berof branches, which anastomose with those 
of the opposite side, and are all greatly en- 
larged during pregnancy and disease of the 
uterus.”’ (Harrison on the Arteries, Vol. 11. 
2nd edit. p. 82.) This extract may not only 
| silence Dr. Kennedy, but prove to him that 
| when the gravid, or diseased uterus ascends, 


Sir, and gentlemen of your cultivated un- {the murmur may be traced “ upward,” in- 
derstanding, have read with that pity and) ward, and forward, towards the mesial line. 
forbearance towards him which are always | So much for my “‘ ignorance”’ of avatomy!! 
the characteristics of a superior order of in- 


How Dr. Kennedy can reconcile it with 
prudence to say, that the feeble murmur, 
occasionally audible in the “ stillness only 
lof night,” and to which description of mur- 
|}mur alone did I allude, * is at least * ten 
selves must necessarily be situated there? times’ louder than the fetal pulsation!” I 
I shall prove even to him, that I at least/am perfectly at a loss to account for any 
have not fallen into a mistake of that kind. other principle than this,—that his stetho- 
In Tue Lawycer, p. 598, col. 1, sixth last scopic ear may be endowed with the rare and 
line, I laid it down as an incontrovertible | enviable faculty of magnifying sounds in a 
fact, that “ the resonance extends a con-| proportion scarcely lessremarkable than had 
siderable way from the point de depart, or| that augmenting power possessed, as we are 
centre of radiation.” On this principle let | informed, by the celebrated ear of the sus- 
us examine my words, of which he so very | picious tyrant Dionysius, who converted 
judiciously (!) attempts toavail himself:—“1| into a stethoscope his ingeniously - con- 
was unable to detect the murmur under the | structed prison, sarcastically denominated 


tellectual endowment. 

Does it follow that, because I said ‘* the 
murmur from the epigastric arteries can be 
heard at the mesial line,” the vessels them- 


mesial line, except when it proceeded from ; 
the epigastric arteries, from which it can, 
in such a case, be easily (mark!) proved to 
arise.” Lancet, p. 397, col. 2,line 24. Now 
when we move the cylinder from the mesial 
line outward, the murmur faintly heard at 
that line gradually increases until we come 
on the trunks of those vessels, and it is 
heard with loudest intensity over that trunk 
only; and this intensity can be traced a 
little outward and downward towards the 
internal abdominal ring. So much for his 
judgment and accurate stethoscopic re- 
searches! It is very unlikely that I, not 
intending myself for a ‘‘ mere accoucheur,” 
should, during my anatomical studies at the 
admirable schools of this house, and the 
College of Surgeons, have neglected so im- 
portant @ part of auatomy as the course of 


the ‘‘ ear of Dionysius;” and thus, like Dr, 
Kennedy, had recourse to ‘‘ mediate auscul- 
tation,” for the purpose of ascertaining 
murmurs, aye, and the workings of the hu- 
man heart. 

That I have not even attempted to “ mis- 
represent” Dr. Kennedy, will appear evident 
to any one who is pleased to take the trou- 
ble of consulting The Edinburgh Medical 
and Surgical Journal for January, 18351. 
Where (page 151) it will be found, that he 
entertained the following opinion :—‘* Ano- 
ther advantage resulting from the use of the 
stethoscope in ascertaining the existence of 
the placental thrill is, that it enables the 
accoucheur to pronounce on the life or death 
of a foetus in utero.” (See D. H. Rep. vol.v. 
p- 267.) Not a word said here respecting 
the necessity of takizg into consideration 
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“* the pulsations of the firtal heart.” The the advanced stages of gestation,” T used 
editor, forsooth, had some unworthy mo-/|only the expression ‘‘ test of pregnancy,” 
tive for “ misrepresenting him.” Again, (p. 399, col. 1, line 5, of Tus Lancet.) 
Journal, p. 148, “ The placental sound is} Also in p. 396, col. %, line 16, I said merely 
present in pregnant women only when the that ‘‘the placenta has, in my mind, nothing 
utero-placental circulation exists, and ceases | to do with the production of the murmur, 
when the vessels which perform this office | though I know the contrary opinion is con- 
become impervious (VD, Hl. Kep. vol. v.| fidently maintained by Dr. Kennedy.” He 
p» 242), where, in continuation, Dr. Ken- | will not deny that, under certain restrictions, 
nedy says, “a fact which we can ascertain he does ‘‘ consider the placental” soufflet a 
by examining a woman shortly before partu- | ‘‘ test of pregnancy.” How could I say 
rition, when we observe this phenomenon |‘ unquestionable test,” when (Lancet, 
in full energy ; and again, whea the uterus |p. 501, col. 1, line 22) the words “ their 
is empty and perfectly contracted after deli- | knowledge of practical midwifery in a very 
very, or when the fetus, having died in questionable shape,”’ taken from his paper, 
utero, an obstruction in this system of ves-| show that the point is levelled directly at 
sels is produced, in all which cases not the |him, as mot considering auscultation the 
slightest vestige of the phenomenon can be |‘‘ only unequivocal sign of pregnancy,” 
discovered.” Now mark how inconsistent! which (202) he should admit if he deemed 
is all this with what follows, ‘‘ for the death | even the soufflet an unquestionable test of 
of the fetus in utero and consequent cessa-/it. Thus, Sir, can I easily repel even this 
tion of the fetal circulation, do not of ne-| charge which he ([ will not say so disinge- 
cessity cause the discontinuance of the souf- | nuously) would endeavour to fasten upon 
flet, although they alter its characters.” (D.H. me.” 
Rep. vol. v., p. 244.) This is but one in-| Having through the middle of his paper 
stance of the numerous inconsistencies with | (D.H. Kep. vol. v. pp. 241-2-4-6-7-9) laid 
which, | must.take the liberty of saying, his|it down that, the abrupt murmur indicates 
os is replete ; and which justify me in| the death of the fetus in utero, he attempts 

aving said that ‘‘ 1 regretted to think it | to support such theory by giving cares illus- 
would scarcely stand the test of serious ex- | trative of his views. Then, by way of pero- 











amination.” The Edinburgh Journal, p. 149, 
sect, 5, says, ‘‘ From several cases, two of 
which are given in detail, the author shows 
that, when the fetus expires within the 
womb, and before the placenta is detached, 
there still continues a thrill, abrupt, how- 
ever, and short and void of the sibilous 
lengthened sound by which the placental 
circulation in its healthy and entire state is 
distinguished.”’ (D. H,. Reports, vol. v. 
p- 245.) 

This is part of the “ dangerous theory” 
I have taken the liberty of combating, with- 
out, | hope, condescending to have recourse 
to unbecoming observations. It will be seen 
evidently from these extracts, that I have 
neither misrepresented nor unfairly sup- 
pressed any part of Dr. Kennedy's opinions, 
yet he has been pleased to do me the injus- 
tice of insinuating, at least, that I am guilty 
of both, If at any time I can succeed by 
facts and arguments in establishing my po- 
sitions, | am sure the profession will con- 
cede that I need not envy Dr. Keunedy that 
singular species of felicity derivable from 
undeserved vituperation and assertions, un- 
supported by a single satisfactory argument. 

I deny, in the most unequivocal terms, 
having said in any part of my paper on “ ob- 
stetric auscultation,” that Dr. Kennedy, at 
least, considered the placental soufflet as an 
** unquestionable test of impregnation,” 
When showing tha: ‘ the presence of a 
placenta is not necessary for the production 
of a murmur, such as we ordinarily hear in 





ration, and to make certainty doubly sure, 
he comes to the following conclusion (H, 
Rep. pp. 268-9)— We have elsewhere 
treated of the manner by which the placen- 
tal soufflet affords us an indication of the 
death of the child, viz., either by ceasing 
entirely after having been previously heard, 
or having its character altered from the 
continuous murmur with its lengthy sibilous 
termination, to an abrupt, defined, and much 
shorter sound.” So much for the certainty, 
and that too elsewhere. Now for the doubly 
sure. ‘ This,”’ he very sapiently subjoins, 
* together with the impossibility of detect- 
ing the fetal heart's action, particularly if 
such had been before observed, places the 
fact of the child’s death beyond a doubt.” 
What valuable information this! He then 
asks,—“* Why was the concluding portion 
of this quotation so cautiously, so unfairly, 
suppressed ?’’ My answer, I hope, will 
appear quite satisfactory to the profession. 
First, because no such concluding portion 
can be found in the part where he else- 
where treated of the manner, &c.; se- 
condly, he himself did not consider it 
absolutely necessary; thirdly, even the 
Edinburgh Journal could not find it given 
by Dr. Kennedy as a necessary adjunct ; 
fourthly, his own friends have been giving 
out (for I discussed the question with some 
of them), as an important ‘‘ discovery,” that 
the “‘ abrupt” murmur (see Lancer, p. 495, 
col. 2, last lines) is sufficient to indicate the 


death of the child; fifthly, aud lastly, he 
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ought to recollect that I disputed the very | vanced stages of pregnancy.’ I am, there- 
point with himself in the presence of some | fore, warrauted in withholding my assent to 
pupils of the hospital (Lancer, p. 500, col. | Dr, Kennedy’s assertion, that “‘ the placen- 
¢, 1. 15 from bottom) ; that | then, followed | tal souftlet is in its nature quite distinct and 
by some of the pupils who were present, | easily recognised ;” and, indeed, one of two 
took him up to one of the labour-wards to | consequences must follow from this asser- 
convince him, by an instance, that his/tion of his, namely, that either his opinion 
theory was not correct; that he still per-|isincorrect, or the soufllet placental, as he 
severed, and made use of these very modest | calls it, must be considered as ‘* infallible” 
words—-“* Read my paper, and you will| proof of pregnancy, “ if it be owing to the 
then be convinced!” He cannot deny all| presence of a placenta, and if it be of such 
this. Ilow then could he assert, ‘‘ for 1} a quality as to be, in its nature, quite dis- 
have given a case (p. 250, D. H. Rep.) tinct and easily recognised by persons at all 
where the sound was not abrupt, although | conversant with it.” For, if it be “ owing 
the fatus was dead?” Well, then, the ab-|to the presence of a placenta,” as he thinks, 
rupt murmur is no longer to be considered a| but 1 take leave to deny, we can have it 
diagnostic mark of the infant’s death! |only where there is a placenta, and, conse- 
Now, | hope I shall be able to convince | quently, pregnancy ; and, if ‘* it be in its 
even Dr. Kennedy himself, that he did con- j nature quite — and easily recognised,” 
sider the sound abrupt in the very case he | as he says (p. 267), 1 should like really to 
alludes to, for there he says—‘* No foetal! know how he can reconcile it with right 
heart's action could be discerned ; the pla-/ reasoning to deny, that it, when heard, 
cental sound was, however, audible in each | should not be considered an “ infallible 
iliac region, less abrupt, and approaching | test” of utero-gestation. But, talented and 
more to the natural soufflet than in those | accurate logician as he is, 1 apprebend he 
above described.” Here a clear admission | will find it rather difficult to extricate himself 
is imphed, at least, that the murmur was |from such adilemma, It must strike every 
abrupt, but less so; was not natural, but | rational man, as a manifest absurdity, that 
approaching more to the natural than in | this soufflet should be designated “ quite 
those above given; and that he himself distinct in its nature,” and also placental, 
considered it abrupt will appear evident yet be denied as an ‘* infallible test of utero- 
from the following observations relating to! gestation.” He, however, denies it! aud 
this very case too (pp. 250-1, D, H. Rep.)|is found to have expressed himself to the 
** From these observations, let it not, how- | following effect (vol. v. D. H. Rep. p. 257): 
ever, be supposed, that the placental sound | | ** When a perfect placental soufflet exists 
is always observable, even of this moditied in any part of the abdominal tumour (par- 
character.” So much for the applicability | ticularly if the fwtal heart's action also can 
of his logical crotchets, the suppressio veri| be detec ted), we may pronounce the woman 
and the assertio falsi! | pregnant.” Suppose the fietal heart cannot 
With respect to the soufflet he found| be heard, and that, however, ‘* a perfect 
produced by an enlarged liver (D. H. Rep. placental soufflet” is audible, it must, ac- 
vol. v. p. 6), I thought it really undeserv- cording to his theory, appear to any one, 
ing of attention; first, because he does not| that ‘ we may pronounce the woman preg- 
even say in what part of the abdomen it) nant.” 
occurred ; secondly, he, without adding | I cannot condescend to notice his obser- 
even a qualifying s te ™m, says, ** itresembled | vations on tie expression “‘ ninety-nine in 
the placental soufflet,” which, in the next/a hundred,” a very general phrase in our 
page, he admits to be ‘ quite distinct iv language, and never used in its strict, lite- 
its nature, and easily recognised by persons | jralsense. Though Dr, Kennedy evidently 
at all conversant with it, resembling a sound | prides himself on the perspicuity of his 
quite distinct, and one easily recognised.” style, for he is astonished how even | could 
What consistency ! 1 must be pardoned for | misconceive his meaning, yet he is, I am 
taking the liberty of dissenting from two! sorry to think, often contradictory, unclear, 












assertions of his in p. 267, D. H. Rep.; 
first, that ‘‘ the placental soufflet can be 
heard indifferently over the abdomen ;”’ se- 
condly, ** thut the soufflet produced by a 
tumour can be removed by altering the 
position of the patient.” For in Corrigan’s 
case (Lancer, p. 399, col. 1) the soufflet 
continued, no matter what position the pa- 
tient was put into. In the same case there 
was heard by me and others, as I stated, 
*‘ the self-same, identical description of 





murmur, which usually occurs in the ad- 
No, 388, 


and unhappy in his mode of expressing that 
meaning, as in the following (p. 496, col. 2, 
of Tue Lancer) :—** 1 would, however, and 
with justice, have been to blame, as well 
upon my own account as on that of the pro- 
fession generally, had I allowed such a 
uissue of misrepresentation to remain un- 
contradicted, Having now done so, 1 must,” 
&c. Having done what?) Why, having 
allowed such a tissue to remain uncontra- 
dicted. Besides ; a tissue uncontradicted ! 
It is true I cannot prevent him from— 
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«* doubting whether I am capable of recog- | 
nising the phenomenon of which I treat ;” | 
but he ought to have recollected, that I am, | 
however, the first in these countries, at 
least, who detected, by means of ausculta- 
tion, the existence of twins in utero (p. 232 
of Tue Lancer) ;—what he, with all the 
facilities afforded him by one of the most 
splendid hospitals in Europe, was never yet 
able to accomplish ; else we should have 
heard something of that *‘ discovery” also— 
“* Hinc ille lachryme,” inanesque ululatus 
in auras! I am sure it will be conceded 
by the profession, that he has done me 
great injustice even respecting my much- 
valued friend Dr. Clinton, whom, as will 
be seen by reference to p. 400 of Tue 
Lancer, 1 bave not even attempted to iden- 
tify with any one of my views and state- 
ments, further than by merely saying, | 
felt gratified having my opinion coincide 
with his, as far as related to the “ site of 
the soufflet.” 

Thus far, Sir, have I endeavoured to} 
meet candidly, fairly, and fully, 1 hope, the} 


i 


which is opposed to them, and on they 
must swim upon the surface of the stream in 
all sorts of company, or sink to the bottom 
never more t» rise. ‘The latter catastrophe 
would be a great loss, a sad misfortune to 
the public. Attorneys are so reverenced by 


, the public, their labours produce so much 


wealth, their demands are always so mode- 
rate for their kind and attentive services, 
they are so charitable withal, constantly 
providing for the poor and houseless the 
most secure of lodgings—in a word, their 
labours are of such value, that society would 
long deplore the loss, if by any sudden and 
unforeseen calamity the whole race of attor- 
neys were to be swept from the face of the 
earth. Mark us well !—we refer to attor- 
neys—to the practical, the operative attor- 





unmerited imputations thrown out against ney ; not to the men asa body of social and 
me in Dr. Kennedy's letter; and I shall’ intellectual beings—not to the man who 


take leave to avail myself of this opportunity | . ; ; 
of assuring bim, that should I, in future, feels delight in reprobating the abuses of 


have occasion to speak of the contents of} the law, who refuses to employ the law as 


his valuable paper, it shall be done in the | 

words, but not in the spirit, of the sarcastic | 

Roman poet—‘* Euge, omnes, omnes, bene 

mire eritis res!” 

Believe me, Sir, sincerely yours, 

Davip C. NaGre. 

33, Trinity College, Dublin, 

January 18th, 1831. 





THE LANCET. 


London, Saturday, Feb, 5, 1831. 
——— 
To the scandal and deep injury of the 
public, and to the insult and degradation of 
the members of the medical profession, at- 





tornies, grasp-alls, or land-sharks—or what- 
ever other term may be used to denote ava-| 
rice, conceit, and ignorance,—continue to 
Occupy the office of Coroner. Public 
opinion, however, has at last decided that 
attorneys are not competent to discharge 
the high and mighty functions of the vag 
ner’s Court; and powerful and cunning as) 


are the parchment-mongers, they are not 


Strong enough to bear up against the torrent 





an instrument of extortion and vengeance 
against the victim of misfortune ; we repro- 
bate the trade, and not the men, unless the 
man, or all that shvuld be excellent in the 
man, be absorbed in the villany of the 
occupation. In denouncing the sanguinary 
character of our criminal code, in reprobat- 
ing the uncivilised and barbarous executions 
for the crime of forgery, the voice of hu- 
manity is not directed against the men, but 
against the legislators—not against the in- 
dividual who carries into effect the remorse- 
less decrees of the law—not against the man, 
but the hanger of men, The occupation is 
condemned. So we, in speaking of attor- 
neys, refer to the character of their profes- 
sion, and not to the private and individual 
characters of the gentlemen themselves. A 
horse in a mill is compelled to proceed 
within the limits ofa certain circle, because 
he is confined to the lever; and attorneys, 
in a great measure, are bound by the un- 
yielding fetters of the law, and cannot 
escape from their trammels. When, how- 
ever they do contrive, either by the influ. 
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ence of extraordinary talent, or by the exer- | acquainte®, how much more is it strengthen~ 
cise of that well-known legal acquirement | ed when he iscalled upon to preside over an 
denominated impudence, to leap without | inquiry, of the intricacy of which he can 


the boundary of statutory limitation, it were 
well could they contrive to take footing 
upon a position more congenial to their 
habits, qualities, and wants, than upon the 
bench of the Court of Inquisition, where 
they are always ill-at-ease, and where, in 
their various movements, they produce little 


have no possible knowledge? Still, thus is it 
with attorneys when they are uuthinkingly 
thrust into the office of Coroner. But, thank 
Heaven! the public have at last decided 
against their competency. 

Events connected with some recent in- 





quests have called forth these remarks from 


benefit for themselves, and effect much mis-/| us, but our attention has been more parti- 
chief for the public. Here they are deplor- | cularly directed to the subject of melo-drae 
ably out of their natural professional ele-| matic inquisitions by perusing a very co- 
ment. Attorneys are so commonly hired to| pious report of the proceedings at an In- 
pervert the truth, they are so constantly | quest held at the Guidhall, Rocnester, 
hired to lie, and so continually lie to be | which terminated on the 25th ult. The 
hired, that they are never so much puzzled jaccount is exceedingly voluminous, and 
as when they have only to deal with truth.| runs to such an extent as to defy a verba- 
Present a keen-sighted, thorough-going, tim publication in this journal. The facts, 
quirkeand-quibble-eyed lawyer with the however, connected with important public 
most prominent features of a really just/ questions are but few, and these we will 
cause ; let him see in the entire view of the endeavour to throw into a condensed, but 


case nothing but accuracy of representation readable and intelligible account of the most 


and honesty ef purpose ;—he at once feels | prominent features presented during the 
shocked, uncomfortable, and indicates pretty | three days’ scrutiny. 


strongly his doubts of final euccess, being} The Coroner and Jury assembled at the 


well experienced in the kind of obstruction | Guildhall, Rochester, on the 20th of Jan. 
he may receive from an infernal array of | The inquest was on the body of a female. 
The mere| ‘The Coroner, Thomas Patren, Esq., 
f| commenced by stating that he had received 
lan anonymous letter, attributing the death 
the high attributes of human nature, di- lof the pauper, Caroline Gilbert, to her im- 
vested of sound judgment and acute con- proper et he Cranbrook in defiance of 
Se" pope ; Von: | a medical certificate. 
scientiousness, will never make an exce at Mr. Newson, Surgeon, of Rochester, 
equity judge. Who, for example, would | immediately declared that he was the author 
place Avotrnvs or Scarterr in the seat | of the letter. ‘ ‘ 
Mr. Furerett, examined; Is assistant 
overseer. Deceased became chargeable to 
seat once so admirably filled by the vene-!that parish (St. Margaret’s) on the Sist 
December 1830, by her husband applying 
to the Serecr Vestry for relief, when he 
fessional lawyers are not the best calculated | said that his wife was near her confinement. 
to preside over courts where truth, when it| On the 12th January last he was sworn to his 
Parish, and an “‘ order” was signed for their 
| removal to Cranbrook; I applied for the sus- 
before a really learned judge, and an honest | pension of the order, on the ground that the 
woman was near her confinement, as speci- 
: ; . | fied in the surgeon’s certificate, which was 
mitted to enjoy an unballowed triumph |j,iq before and read by the mayor. The 
over truth. If this position be tenable con- | removal order however was made out, and 
the mayor said he would inquire further 
‘ into the case before he would suspend it. 
ing attorney may be supposed to be well| On Friday the 14th went to the Town 


sbufiling, fraud, and perjury. 
** practical” attorney, therefore, divested o 


now occupied by Lord Brovenam—ia the} 


rable Exrpon? No, no. Your mere pro-| 


can be discovered, is law, and where law, 


and intelligent jury, would never be per- 


cerning questions with which the mere trad- 
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Clerk’s office, when Mr. Prall gave me the | go back, having had a job of this kind be- 
removal order, and said the magistrates had | tore, when a woman was delivered of her 
not suspended the order, and that the mayor | child in my cart, while removing her by an 
had seen the woman, end saw no reason | order of a magistrate, about five years ago.” 
why she should not be removed. The} After some discussion, 

overseer consequently said the blame would) Mr. Newson addressed the Coroner. ‘I 
be with the magistrates, and the woman was | now apply again, Sir, to he allowed to act 
removed in Baker's light cart to Cranbrook. | as counsel on the part of the husband, who 
‘The carriage in which she was conveyed, is now present, and who, through me, 









is alight spring cart, with a cushioned seat, | 
and a rail at the back. | 
Mr, Newson, swrgeon, said he was in- 
structed by the relatives of deceased to act 
as counsel for the interest of the husband. 
Mr. Lewis, solicitor, on behalf of the, 
overseers, called upon the Coroner to resist 
the application, and observed that, as medi- 
cal men were ignorant of the practice of law, | 
their thus daily stepping forth as counsel in 
courts of justice would cause ‘* anarchy and | 
confusion,” | 
Mr. Newson baving asserted his right to 
act on behalf of the relations of deceased, 
The Coroner observed, that Mr. New- 
son’s admission, that he was the author of 
the anonymous letter, incapacitated him, in 
his opinion, from acting as counsel, and 
added, “I decide, therefore, that he shall 
not be permitted to do so.” 
Mr. Newson. I enter my protest against | 
your decision. 
James Baker. On the 15th of the pre- | 
sent month, | conveyed deceased and ber} 
husband to Cranbrook. They leftat3 pr. ™., | 
and arrived there at 8 o'clock, when the | 
overseer ordered a bed for Gilbert and bis} 
wife at the White Lion. The next morn-| 
ing deceased expressed a wish to be with | 
her mother at the period of her confinement, 
and accordingly at her own and her hus- | 
band’s request I agreed to take them back 
to Rochester. 1 asked her whether she 
was capable of going back? when she said, | 
* Ob, yes.”’—1 brought them back. I heard | 
no expression of illness from her until we 
reached Maidstone, when deceased was 
sick, and had some brandy and water, and 
biscuit. Having become a little better, her 
husband was anxious that they should be 
moving as soon as possible. Before | could 
get the horse into the cart she was sick 
again, had some more brandy and water, 
and was removed by the servant-maid toa 
room in the New lun where there was a 
bed. Her husband said he wished to get 
her home if possible; | therefore put some 
straw in the cart, and assisted him to lay 
her thereon. I walked the horse from 
Maidstone to Rochester, and while passing 
Fort Clarence, she said ‘‘ For God’s sake 
make haste; I am so sick.” On her arrival 
at her own home, ber husband took her in 
his arms and carried her in. 
By the Court.—* 1 had a reason for ask- 
ing at Craubrook, whether she was able to 








desires your consent. I come forward with 
a desire to promote justice and humanity, 
and on this ground I demand to be heard.” 

Mr. Lewts then submitted to the Coroner 
that the inquest be adjourned, that the 
husband and the servant-maid be summoned 
to attend, and that the certificate be pro- 
duced, 

The Coroner assented, and an adjourn- 
ment took place to 11 a.m. onthe next day, 
when, the jury having been sworn, Mr, 
Newson again presented himself before the 
Coroner. 

Cornoner.— I adhere to my first deci- 
sion, and will not allow you to act even for 
the husband.” 

At this moment, Mr. Ropertson, sur- 
geon, Chatham, entered the Hall, and ad- 
vancing to the table of the court, addressed 
the Coroner. He said, that the husband 
being denied the benetit of Mr. Newson's 
services, had authorised him (Mr. R.) to 
appear for the purpose of seeing that full 
aud ample justice was done to him, 

Mr. Lewis.—** Certainly there can be no 
objection to Mr. Robertson ?” 

Coroner.—* Mr. Robertson, I accede 
to the point.” 

Mr. Rosertson begged it to be under- 
stood that he appeared there as counsel for 
the husband as a matter of right. 

Mr. Richard Prall,clerk to the magistrates 
of Rochester, sworn; produced the certifi- 
cate of the surgeon of the parishes to the 
unfituess of deceased for removal. 

Mr, Lewis.—* This certificate is merely 
waste paper—it is not legal evidence. I 
cannot receive it,” 

Mr. Ronertson observed, that before the 
close of the inquest, Mr. Lewis would learn 
the true value that ought to be attached 
to it, 

Examination continued.—The certificate 
wos read—Mr. Prall corroborated the evi- 
dence of Mr. Furrell. The Mayor, he said, 
having interrogated the husband of deceased 
as to his willingness to be removed, the 
husband said he did’»t wish to be sent to 
his parish; that he only wanted work, ora 
little assistance. The Mayor having seen 
the woman, said he could not conscienti- 
ously sign the order of suspension. 

Cross-examined.—The Mayor is always 
reluctant to sign orders of ‘* suspension,” 
because he thinks that in some parishes the 
medigal men frequently contract with the 
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parish in the hope of making up the defici- | My wife was delivered of her first child a 
ency by suspending orders. The Mayor is! twelvemonth ago last August. 
in the habit of never signing a “ suspen-| Cross-examined.—She fainted after she 
sion order” till he has himself seen the | was delivered, and said her inside was shook 
bodily condition of the pauper; and he all to pieces by the jolting of the cart, and 
went in this instance to see the state of | she was afraid she could not get over it. 
health of deceased, and to ascertain the ne-| Mr. Exry, Surgeon.—I attended the de- 
cessity of the suspension of the order for re- | ceased in her labour on Sunday evening last, 
moval. I found, on visiting her, that the membranes 
had been previously ruptured, and was given 
William Gilbert.—I am the busband of! to understand by the mother, that they were 
deceased. When I applied for relief, 1 told| so on the preceding Friday night. I sup- 
the select vestry of the state of my wife ; | posed they had been so, by not finding the 
that she was “ over her time, and did not usual discharges. I was with her a short 
know one hour from another.’ I attended time, during which she had several pains of 
the magistrates on Wednesday, and told! a languid nature, but in a quarter of an hour 
them I did not wish my wife to go to Cran- had three or four severe ones, during the last 
brook, as she was over her time. ‘The cer- of which the child was expelled. The pla- 
tificate was produced, but the Mayor said centa came away shortly after by a natural 
he should not abide by that—he should go effort. The patient, after her delivery, said 
and pass his opinion upon her himself. He she was very comfortable, and grateful to 
came to my house on Friday; be asked me, but also expressed herself very de- 
my wife how she was. She said, ‘* Very | spondently as to her hopes of recovery. She 
ill, and had been so several days.”’ She! said once she felt ** jolted to death,” and 
told him she was over her time. The several times “jolted to pieces.” ‘These 
Mayor said he would speak to the overseers. expressions were before her delivery. 
On Saturday, about one o'clock in the after-| Mr. Trime, Surgeon.—I saw the de- 
noon, Furrell and Baker came to my house, | ceased about twelve o'clock on the day after 
and asked what time | should like to go? her delivery, She complained of pain in 
I said at two, or alittle after. I saidto my the stomach, which 1 considered the com- 
wife, I think you are not fit to go, and told| mon symptom after delivery. 1 was with 
her if she lid not wish to go, she should | her five minutes and then left, and went to 
not. She said she had no money, and could | Brompton to visit a patient ; but on my re- 
not pay fora doctor if she should be taken | turn home, | heard that the sister had been 
ill while 1 was gone, and therefore wished | down, saying that the deceased was sud- 
to go with me. Whilst we were talking, | denly taken ina fit, and was dying. I went 
Baker sent to say he was ready. I asked | immediately, and found herdead. She had 
Baker whether he had any allowance for re-| not died a quarter of an hour after I was 
freshment on the road. He said, No. Hej|there. She was as well as women usually 
told me to go and see the Mayor about it.| are after delivery. Upon opening the ab- 
The Mayor was not at home, sol went to! domen, no marks of disease. The contents 
Furrell, who gave me a half-a-crown. 1) of the chest were equally healthy. 1 then 
then went to Baker, assisted my wife into | examined the head, and in paring down the 
the cart, and we set out upon the journey.{ brain, I opened one of its cavities, and found 
I frequently esked her how she felt. She | a large quantity of water, which gushed out. 
said she was uot well in her head. All the} I proceeded deeper in the brain, and there 
way down she complained of her inside.| discovered a large quantity of coagulated 
* * * * At the Bull Inn, where we | blood, the effect of a rupture of a vessel at 
stopped, she was ‘up and down all night,! the anterior part of the base of the brain. 
sick, and complaining, and wishing for day- | It was quite sufficient to, and did, cause 
light. In the morning she wished much to| death. Rupture of vessels may arise from a 
return to Rochester, to go back to my mo-' variety of causes. I consider it most pro- 
ther, as all around her were strangers.|bable in this case to have arisen from the 
Baker asked me if I thought my wife would | journey which she undertook. I should 
be able to go home. | said she hardly knew, | think it occurred on her journey to Cran~ 
but wished to get home if she could. On | brook. 
our return, we stopped at the New Inn, and Cross-examined.—I did find fluid blood, 
in the stable-yard she was sick, and fainted | and also coagulated blood. Having found 
in my arms. All the way home she com- | fluid blood, I consider the rupture to have 
plained of her inside, (Here the evidence} been a recent one. It is deemed by the 
was a corroboration of Baker's.) When we) profession, that a medical certificate ought 
got home, I took my wife in my arms, car- | to be acted upon. 
ried her in-doors, and laid her on the bed.| Charlotte Harnden.—My sister died on 
I ran for the doctor immediately. Mr. Tribe | Monday, the 17th inst. She told me before 
not being at home, Mr. Ely came instead.| she was removed, the waters had come 
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away. I was not there when this happened. sion to have so far increased as to destroy 
She was averse to go to Cranbrook. The | life. 
waters came away on Friday evening. She} F. Funrreve recalled.—Husband of de- 
was at home. Did not say she wished the | ceased applied for relief on 3ist December. 
doctor to be sent for, 1 did not propose it. | Stated that he belonged to Cranbrook pa- 

Mr. Rvs, Surg., proved his certificate.*|rish. He did not say that his wife was 
I saw heron the 6th and 1ith of January. ‘* over hertime;” did not say thatshe ‘ did 
She complained to me that she had lingering | not know one hour from another.” I believe 





pains every half hour. She had one while | 
was with her. 1 worded my certificate ac- | 
cording to her own words, that she ‘ ex-| 
pected hourly to be confined.” I have heen 
twenty-six years in practice, and my cer-, 
tificates have been numerous, and always | 
respected by the magistrates, with this ex-| 
ception. 1 conceive that the rupture com-! 
menced on the journey down. | 

Mr. W. Bert, surgeon. Attended post- 
mortem examination. I believe, that in the 
closing period of gestation, there is a pre- 
ternatural fulness of the vessels. 1 concur 
in the opinions of Messrs. Tribe and Rye, 
that the journey was the cause of the rup. 
ture of the vessel. 

Cross-examined.—I think, in any case, 
such a rupture of the vessel may have oc- 
curred after delivery, but, viewing every | 
symptom and circumstance connected with | 

situation of a patient at so advanced a 
period of gestation as the deceased, I infer 
that the rupture of the vessel was produced | 
by what the deceased termed “‘ that killing 
or jolting motion.” ‘There may be an effu- 
sion of serum. 

Cononer.—See—rum! How do you spell 
it? with an Sora C? 

Mr. Rosenrson.—S. 

Witness.—Or there may be coagulated | 
blood in the sinuses. 

Coroner.—Pray, Sir, do not use learned 
words; use expressions which the jury can 
understand, ‘Tell the gentlemen what * si-| 
nuses ” are, 

Witness.—I will. Gentlemen, there are 
compartments in the brain, which —— 

Cornoner.— There, gentlemen of the 
jury, you hear “ sinuses’ are compart- 
ments. Now we all understand it. 

Mr. Rosgarson,—Stop, Mr. Bell. Now, 
Mr. Coroner, you and the jury know as much 
about sinuses as this pen does, [Witness 
here described the sinuses in a very satis- 


j 
| 





the husband said that she was near her con- 
finement, He did not say any-thing more. 

R. Pratt recalled.—Gilbert told the ma- 
gistrates that his wife was near her con- 
finement. He said nothing further, 

[Here the proceedings of the second day 
closed, with an agreement amongst all par- 
tiea that no more witnesses should be called. 
The inquest was ‘en adjourned to Monday 
the 5th, At the meeting of the Court on 
this day, Mr. Lewts declared that he did not 
consider that the ends of justice would be 
completed if all the medical gentlemen were 
not recalled, 

Mr. Rorertson offered his decided oppo- 
sition to the adoption of such a course. 

Mr. Lewis never knew an instance in 
which the judge refused. 

Mr. Rozenrson protested that it was an 
infraction of the agreement entered into on 
Friday, 

The Cononer decided that the witnesses 
might be recalled. 

Mr. Roxzertson here complained, that 
two of the select vestry were amongst the 
jury. 

The Coroner said that the objection 
came too late. 

Mr. Beit recalled.—I stated before in 
my evidence, that effusion to a certain ex- 


|tent was compatible with the existence of 


sensibility. Half an hour is not a long time 
for a person to remain sensible after an effu- 
sion of blood in the head. Large abscesses 
may exist for along time in the brain with- 
out producinginsensibility. ‘The cavities of 
the brain were filled with blood, and serum 
that had separated from it. Judging from 
the previous symptoms and the extent of 
the effusion, 1 sbould thiuk that the vessel 
had been pouring out its contents for a con- 
siderable time before death. I ought to re- 
mark, that frequently in cases of sudden 
death, there is no coagulation of the blood. 
There was considerable difficulty in ascer- 








factory manner.] _ 
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Cross exa tion c d.—l1 saw co-| taining the size of the vessel. 
agulated, as well as fluid, blood, from which Cross-eramined.—Commencement of in- 
I concluded that the vessels had been slowly | sensibility would in great measure depend 
pouring out their contents for some time. | on the size of the vessel and the quantity of 
believe the patient might have felt quite| blood effused. A person may take a jour- 
comfortable, and that five minutes would|ney unconscious of the rapture of such a 
have been quite sufficient time for the effu-| vessel—serum forms slowly. The clot of 
blood may sometimes suspend the hemor- 
rhage. It again takes place—a clot again 
forms, which is again forced away by the 
pulsations of the heart, until the extent of 
the effusion becomes incompatible with the 





* “This is to certify that Caroline Gilbert ex- 
pects hourly to be confined, which prevents her 
being removed to her parish for the present. 


“ An, Ry, Surg. 
* Jan, 12th, 1991," : 
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existence of life. I before stated it as my 
belief, that the rupture ofa blood-vessel was 
occasioned by the journey. 

By a Juryman.—Whiat reasons have you 
for believing that the rupture took place 
during the journey t—I stated before that 
there was great fulness of the vessels at that 
period of gestation, and there is a close sym- 
pathy between the vessels of the brain and 
uterus, which would render it, in my opi- 
nion, very unsafe, that a journey should be 
undertaken at such a period. 

Both Mr. Lewis and Mr. Robertson de- 
clined to call any more witnesses. 

Mr. Rozerrson now addressed the jury 
at considerable length. In the course of 
his remarks, he contended that it was con- 
trary to law to remove a sick pauper; that 


medical certificates had been received, in| 


that parish, as sufficient evidence of incapa- 
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that when he last saw her she was in the 
pains of labour. The sister said the waters 
were broken. Was this woman, then, in a fit 
condition to be carried a journey of twenty . 
two miles, over rough roads, and in an open 
cart? The uctual condition of the deceased, 
and the state of her feelings on the journey, 
are to be gathered from the evidence of her 
husband, rather than from that of Baker, for 
the latter has a deep interest in the result 
of this inquiry. He styled it a ‘* job.” 
I proclaim it a transaction disgraceful to a 
Christian country. 

Now, what was the cause of her death 2 
Doubtless, the rupture of a blood-vessel, 
and all the medical witnesses concurred in 








the opinion that it took place during the 
journey, and not after the labour. The his- 
tory, symptoms, and dissection, all formed a 
medical demonstration of the fact. Death 


city for removal, during twenty-six years ;| could neither have been caused by conges- 
he dwelt with much emplasis on the cir-|tion, nor by interrupted circulation, The 


cumstance of the mayor himself having been 
to see the pauper after the surgeon had 
signed the certificate declaratory of her 
illness, What question could be put to this 
unfortunate woman ? for he was not a medical 
man, and, more disagreeable still, he was a 
magistrate. Was his visit delicate? Was 
it decent? Was it consistent with the 
respect due even to the lowest woman in her 
peculiar situation? Every man knew the 
repugnance which women near the period 
of their delivery had to the presence of 
strangers. The same feeling prevailed in- 
stinctively in the brute creation, They re- 
tired from the observation of their own spe- 
cies, and in solitude and sorrow brought forth 
their young. But why did the chief magis- 
trate thus violate the respect due to one 
said to be ‘hourly expecting labour?” 
Because, said Mr. Prali, he suspected that 
the parish-surgeons frequently contracted 
to attend the sick poor at a low rate, trusting 
to make up the delicieney by ‘‘suspended 


orders.” “I deny(said Mr. Robertson, em- | 
{to the cause of herdeath. And he had now, 


phatically), on the part of my profession, 
that this is the case ; but if it were true, let 
the odium be fai:ly divided; let the over- 
seers, who are bound to look after the poor, 
have their just share in this disgraceful 
conduct. Let them pay their medical at- 
tendants as gentlemen ought to be paid, and 
the system will be immediately destroyed. 
Mr. Rye’s certificate was dated on the 12th 
instant, Did the magistrate visit her on that 
day? No. Not until the 15th did he ex- 
ercise his judgment on the state of the pau- 
per, and on the same day he ordered her 
instautremoval.’’ Need he ask if this delay 
did not greatly augment the danger and 
render her removal more improper? Re- 
viewing the evidence, he asked the gentle- 
men what was the condition of this woman 
before she was removed? Mr, Rye swore 


| sppesances of death from apoplexy, and 


those from sudden rupture of a blood-vessel, 
were very ‘ifferent. The countenance of 
deceased was serene, as if the soul had left 
its tenement without a pang. There was 
none of the loathsome appearence of the 
apoplectic—no distorted features—no froth 
covering the lips. The brain and the mem- 
branes covering it were healthy. The con- 
sequences of the ruptare of a blood-vessel 
were modified by circumstances. The po- 
sition of the vessel—the spot where its con- 
tents were deposited—the quantity of blood 
effused, and finally the rapid or slow forma- 
tion of the coagula, would all tend to have 
their effect in terminating existence, some 
of these causes acting much more rapidly 
than others, 

He had thus laid before the jury, the 








condition of the pauper previous to her re- 
moval ; the medical history of her case dur- 
ling her journey from Rochester to Cran- 
brook and back again; the appearances on 
dissection, und the medical opinions relative 


jin conclusion, to tell them what was his 
prayer. It was that they would say the de- 
ceased was improperly removed. 

Before he sat down, he begged to as- 
sure them that he did not come there from 
any vindictive feelings against the chief 
magistrate —far from it—a more respectable 
or humane character he did not know; he 
was the last person from whom an unfeel- 
ing action might be expected ; but notwith- 
standing that strong impression, this in- 
quiry was imperatively called for, and he 
lad yielded to the request of the busbaad 
‘to conduct it on his part, because he was 
poor and friendless, and was denied the 
helper whom he had originally selected, 
He had felt convinced that none but a 
medical gentleman could conduct it, and 
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the important facts elicited during the in- | 
quiry with regard to the medical evidence, 
arguments th 
be a i 


were very convincing at the 
Coroner himself should 1 man,| 
Mr. Robertson concluded by thanking the 
Coroner and Jury for the attention with 
which they had listened to his observations. 

Mr. Lewis addressed the jury on behalf 
of the parish officers. He strongly disa- 
vowed on the part of the chief magistrate 
that the case was selected as an isolated 
one, and said that the act of removal was 
entirely a discretionary one on the part of 
the magistrates. ‘lt is a matter of dis- 
cretion, precisely the same as other matters 
of discretion. ‘There is no doubt that there 
is a variety of forms acted upon by the 
several benches of magistrates in these in 
stances. Some are satisfied by evidence | 
from the paupers; otlers by a medicul) 
certificate ; others by the oath of the parish 
officers ; others, again, by a personal view 
of the sick pauper, yet still these various 
modes and acts are all strictly legal, pro- 
vided they have no improper motive.” 

Mr. Lewis displayed great ingenuity in 
his attempt to throw discredit upon the me- 
dical evidence, assuming as a fact that it 
was entirely conjecture, and concluded by 
calling on the jury to return a verdict of 
natural death 

The Coroner summed up, detailed the 
evidence very minutely, and also called for | 
a verdict of natural death. | 

The Jury retired at midnight, and at twe | 
o’clock in the morning returned the follow- 
ing verdict :—‘ We are of opinion, that the 
deceased came by her death in consequence 
if a rupture of a blood-vessel in the head, 
produced by the fatigue of a long journey ; 
and we cannot but deeply regret, that under 
the peculiar circumstances of the deceased, 
a medical certificate of her incapacity to be 
moved having been given, an order of sus- 
pension was not signed by the chief magis- 

tes. ” 





The Hall was as crowded at two o'clock 
after midnight as it was during the early 
part of the day, 


Such are the principal facts which were 
proved upon oath in the progress of this in- 
teresting inquiry. The proceedings were 
conducted in an exceedingly irregular man- 
ner, and hence it was that the inquest did 
not terminate until after three days had 
been fully occupied in the examination of 
witnesses, This, however, must always be 
the case, so long as non-medical men are 
permitted by law to preside over institutions 
which involve medical inquiries. The at- 
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torneys in this case proved themselves to be 


| singularly incompetent, not only from the 


ignorance they exhibited in matters purely 
medical, but also in their acquaintance with 
the Law relating to medical testimony. This, 
we believe, is the first instance in which ad- 
vantage has been taken of the precedent 
which was furnished to the profession by the 
appearance of a medical counsel at the 
inquest held on the body of Miss Casurn. 
On that occasion a brow-beating, bull- 
headed, Old Bailey barrister, was twisted 
round the finger with all the ease and sup - 
pleness of anewly-grown reed. The attor- 
neys can talk and prate confidently enough 
upon a medical or upon any other question, 
until they are opposed by persons acquaint- 
ed with the subject underinquiry, and who 
are actuated by no other motive than that of 
the public good. An attorney is not equal 
to the task of conducting an adequate me- 
dical examination ; hence, he not only fails 
to extract the truth from the witnesses, but 
he is incapable of exposing the ignorance of 
his attorney adversary, or of detecting a like 
deficiency in the attorney-corouer ; the en- 
tire proceedings, therefore, under the direc- 
tion and management of such men, is a 
mockery—is a delusion; or worse, it is 
positively injurious, by diverting the public 
mind from some investigation to satisfy the 
ends of justice, and afford security to the 
people. The coroner's court is a legitimate 
arena for medical candidates, and we hope 
that medical men will never again be found 
wanting, when their presence is required 
either by the dictates of humanity, or consi- 
derations connected with the respectability 
of their own profession. Attorney-coroners 
will shrink from presiding over inquiries 
where their ignorance is sure to be proved, 
and where they must become the effete ob- 
jects of heroism before even ill-informed 
spectators. The day for attorney-coroners 
is gone by ; the ground is open to the mem- 
bers of the medical profession, and if they 
do not step forward to occupy it, the blame 
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of the omission must ever remain with’ 


themselves. 
The verdict which terminated this in- | 
quest will, we hope, act beneficially upon | 
the minds of magistsates, parochial officers, 
and others; for the poor are often carted | 
about the country over the roughest roads, 
and in the most severe weather, with as| 
little care aud consideration as dead cattle. | 
If the cause of death could, in the instance | 
before us, have been clearly traced to the 
circumstance of the journey from Rochester 
to Cranbrook, we hesitate not to say that} 
the verdict ought to have been one of man- | 
slaughter against the Mayor, for not having | 
suspended the order for removal. We say | 
the journey from Rochester to Cranbrook, 
because the Mayor, legally, could not be re- 
sponsible for any occurrence after the pau- | 


per had been properly and safely lodged in | 


her own parish, The journey back—that 
is, from Cranbrook to Rochester, was the 
voluntary act of herself and her husband. 
She reached Cranbrook, be it remembered, 
at eight o'clock on the Saturday night, and 
she made her election toreturn to Rochester 
sixteen or eighteen hours after her arrival in 
her own parish. This, therefore, in any 
court, would be taken as legal evidence 
confirmatory of the fact, that during the 
journey to her parish under the authority of 
the magistrate’s order, she had received no 
injury. ‘The fact may be otherwise, but it 
does not admit of proof; and for ourselves, 
we must in candour state, that the course of 
induction, by which it is inferred that the 
injury to the head was sustained during the 
journey to Cranbrook, is both unsound and 
illogical. Nevertheless, the journey home 
was the act of herself and her husband, for 
the consequences of which, neither in law 
nor in justice, should the Mayor be made 
answerable. Women have an instinctive 
feeling which binds them to the spot where 
the pains of labour are upon them; and if 
she had felt such pains when at Cranbrook, 
we believe that no consideration would have 


}might have cost him a 





induced her to return to Rochester. Ifher 
head were injured at all during the journey, 
which we think is more than doubtful, it is 
probable that the damage occurred on the 
return home, while the poor creature was 
But, as 


it is distinctly given in evidence by two 


extended on the floor of the cart. 


witnesses, that the labour was in every re- 
spect natural, and that she was quite well, 
and comfortable within an hour of her death, 
it is manifest that her dissolution must be 
attributed to a cause entirely unconnected 
with the journey, This is our opinion, and 
to withhold it would be uncandid in the ex- 
treme. In stating thus much, let it not be 
supposed that we approve of the conduct of 
the Mayor, who, we think, acted ofticiously 
The 


neglect with which he treated the certificate 


and unwisely, if not most unfeelingly. 


of Mr. Rye was most unpardonable, and it 
verdict of man- 
slaughter. He has received, however, a 
correction, which will sting him to the last 
hour of his life. The medical men have 
done themselves real honour by their con- 
duct in this transaction; they have made 
the attorneys feel their importance, and 
have shown the public how to appreciate 
their knowledge and utility. The exertions 
of Mr. Robertson in particular cannot be 


too highly commended. 
ee 


We refrain from entering into the ques- 
tion connected with the expulsion (for it is 
nothing less) of the surgeons of his Ma- 
jesty’s navy from the levee-chamber of the 
‘* Sailor King,’ because we hear that the 
subject’ is to receive the consideration of 
the Lords of the Admiralty. Sir James 
Grauam, who holds the rank of First Lord, 
is a man of spirit and mettle; further, he 
is a scholar and a frank-hearted gentleman, 
and we believe that he will not lend bim- 
self to any act which can have the effect of 
offering the surgeons of the British navy 
a deliberate, cold-blooded, insult. If the 
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prohibition be not quickly rescinded, there | spondent “ Chirurgas,” that I have, until 


ought to be an aggregate meeting 
Profession to take the matter into consider- 
ation, and to agree to a petition for presen- 
tation to his Majesty upon the subject. 





DR. SIGMOND. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sr2,—I beg you will do me the justice to 
state, that I most distinctly disavow all 
connexion with the house to which your 
correspondent ‘*‘ Chirurgus” alludes, and 
that if my name has been employed in the 
way he states, it is a most shameful and 
unjustifiable breach of truth. In the year 
1829, when Dr. Milligan quitted England, 
I undertook his practice; a pupil of his, 
Mr. Wray, called on me, and requested me 


of the ately, attended the institution in Holborn 


| Hill, and to which several of the most 
jeminent men in the profession have been 
jalso attached, I believe the plan of the in- 
| stitution to be precisely that adopted by the 
| Maison de Santé in France, and the Asylum 
|for the Recovery of Health in this country, 
jexcept its being on a more confined scale, 

I beg to deny, in the most positive terms, 
| having been remunerated in any way but by 
;such fees as are usually given to medical 
men, 1 have the honour to remain, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

Georos Jewett, 

Sackville Street, Feb. 1, 
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| Mr. Cattaway in the Chair. 


to visit for that gentleman, an establishment | 


he (Mr. Wray) had formed, similar to the 


Maisons de Santé of Paris ; | saw for him) 
four cr five patients, and paid about five | 


visits, since which period I have never 


been near the place, nor did I at any time) 


receive either directly or indirectly, the 
slightest remuneration, 
1 have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Geronce G, Sicmonp, 
Jan, 30th, 1831, 


We feel much satisfaction in giving a 
place to this letter, because it is evident 
that a most unwarrantable use has been made 
of Dr. Sicmonn’s name. A printed card, 
however, upon which that name has ap- 
peared, is in our possession, and it can be 
forwarded to Dr, Sicmonp, in order to sa- 
tisfy his mind that we did not publish the 
former communication on the subject with- 
out just grounds. 

It will be seen that Mr. Jewewr has also 
addressed us on the same subject, but not 
We 


apprehend that Mr. Jewer.’s communica- 


with the same effect as Dr. Sicmonp. 


tion will not prove very agreeable to the 
admirers of professional etiquette. 


MR, JEWELL. 


To the Editor of Tur Laycer. 


Sir,—I can have no possible objection to 
state, in reply to your very courteous corre- 


PATHOLOGY OF HOOPING-COUGH,. 


Dr. Burne brought forward the subject 
|of the pathology of booping-cougb. Many 
reasons, he said, had coucurred in concealing 
| the morbid changes connected with this dis- 
‘ease from the notice of the profession, 
| Caaaeee seldom die absolutely of pertussis, 
in most cases, therefore, the appearances 
lare not single, but are complicated with 
other pathological phenomena, disease of 
more than one tissue being present. Occa- 
sionally also the true pathological signs of 
pertussis are not so prominent in their cha- 
racter, His first post-mortem investigatioa 
}of a case of pertussis took place in 1824, 
jand he then noticed appearances which 
struck him as peculiar to that disease, name- 
ly, hepatization of the lobules of part of the 
lung, generally of its external border, fre- 
quently of the middle lobe of the right lung, 
and in that part of the left lung where the 
lobes face each other, especially in the fis- 
sures. Why changes should occur in these 
particular spots it was difficult to decide, 
but a peculiar locality of morbid changes is 
not infrequent in diseases of the lungs, in 
plthisis for example, in which, as it is well 
known, the superior lobes are most usually 
affected. One peculiarity which he believed 
to exist in the hepatization of booping- 
cough, is, that instead of the increase or 
fuluess in the volume of the lung which 
occurred in the ordinary or pneumonic hepa- 
tization, there is in pertussis a contraction 
or diminution in the affected parts. The 
degree of hepatization was small and cir- 
cumscribed, confined to the lobules alone, 
the septa shrinking in, as it were, and leay-~ 
ing superficial furrows on the external sur- 
face. It appeared as if it arose from sub- 
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acute inflammation, and consequent deposi- 
tion of organisable matter in a part of the 
jung to which air was not previously ad- 
mitted, 

Dr. Burne exhibited a specimen, which he 
eonsidered a very good one, of the changes 
in question. The morbid parts were taken 
from a child who had been but a week ill, 
and in which a violent attack of bronchitis 
had supervened on the original disease. Dr. 
Burne then entered at some length into a 
discussion on the question whether the depo- 
sition in the hepatised lung took place in 
the minute lobules or in their interstitial 
cellular tissue, and he concluded from vari- 
ous reasons that it occurred in the latter. He 


explained also the respiratory process in | 
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Dr. Wurtine, in consequence of the epi- 
thet ‘ suspected,’ which fell from the pre- 
ceding speaker, expressed his decided con- 
viction, that no disease was more certainly 
contagious than hooping cough, and in proof 
of this belief he adduced some very con- 
vincing cases. In reference to the views 
laid before the Society on this occasion, he 
was obliged to say that he did not consider 
them at all satisfactory ; he thought they did 
not distinguish between the cause and the ef- 
fects of the disease, and he was still inclined 
to consider the subject obscure. He believed 
the origin of the disease to be, an impres- 
sion on the nervous system, which induced 
a specific irritation in the lungs; that the 
occurrence was analogous to the contagious 





hooping-cough, and expressed his belief| origin of the inflammation of the salivary 


that the circumscribed nature of the bepati-| glands or the ‘* mumps.” 


zation which he considered peculiar to this 
disease, was occasioned by the extreme ex- 
haustion of the lungs from the protracted 
and convulsive expirations. In reference 
to the respiration and coughing, he express- 
ed his belief that the extent of the expira- 
tions afforded a good criterion of the danger 


of the disease, and that the popular belief was | 


entirely correct, that as long as the child 
could ** cough out” effectively, there was 
little or no danger to be apprehended. Dr. 
Burne said he had made nine or ten dissec- 
tions of this kind, and in all the same patholo- 
His colleague, 


gical appearances occurred. 
Dr. Alderson, liad already published accounts 
of some of these cases in the Medico-Chi- 


rurgical Transactions. Ur. Burne con- 
cluded by inflating the preparation and send- 
ing it round for examination. 

Dr. Srewart ingaired if Dr. Burne had 
attended to the condition of the brain and 
nervous system, in his investigation of these 
cases, 

Dr. Burne replied, that it appeared to 
him that the phenomena which in fatal cases 
of pertussis are occasionally noticed in the 
head, arise entirely from difficult transmis- 
sion of blood through the lungs, and that 
they were seldom or never noticed except 
in the instances in which bronchitis had 
supervened. In the present case, the brain 
was rather hard; in the lateral ventricles 
there was about half au ounce of serous ex- 
travasation ; the centrum ovale had besides 
an unusual marbled appearance. Ia fine, 
he believed that permanent congestion of 
the brain only took place in cases compli- 
cated with bronchitis. It might exist in a 
transitory degree in simple instances, it 
was true, but on the whole he considered 
the brain as secondarily engaged. 

Dr. Stewart said, that from the convul- 
sions which so commonly occurred in hoop- 
ing cough, and from its suspected contagious 
nature, he was inclined to attribute it to an 
affection of the nervous s) stem. 


It was not com. 
| mon irritation, or intlammation, but specific, 
by which term he of course only meant to 
designate a thing, the nature of which was 
not understood. ‘The evidence of the pecu- 
liarity of the impression was to be found in 
the unusual action of the respiratory muscles. 
Moreover, that the disease was not attribut- 
able to hepatization, as Dr, Burne believed, 
| was, he thought, further proved by the very 
mild course which some cases ran, and the 
rapid, sudden convalescence which was so 
frequently observed, and which, he believed, 
would be incompatible with such serious 
organic derangement. 

An explanatory conversation then ensued, 
but it possessed no additional interest. One 
gentleman, whose name we could not learn, 
stated that he had witnessed several dis- 
sections in fatal cases of pertussis, and in 
| all had remarked the appearances described 

by Dr. Burne. The discussion was then 
adjourned till the next meeting, when the 
j treatment of the disease will be brought 
| under consideration, 


| 
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Mr. Curwnocx in the Chair. 


ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF SFCALE CORNUTUM 
IN VARIOUS HEMORRHAGES, 


Dr. Nroei read a lengthened and inte- 
resting notice of the papers published by 
Dr. Spairani, in the Annali Universali, on 
the efficacy of the secale cornutum in arrest- 
ing various hemorrhages, as well from the 
lungs, nosiril§, and urinary organs, 9s from 
the uterine apparatus, on which its peculiar 
action has been hitherto most frequently 
observed. Dr. Negri detailed eight cases 
of menorrhagia, in which the remedy had 
been successfully employed. We select two 
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short cases, which at the same time exem- 
plify the efficiency of the remedy, and show 
one of the usual causes of the distrust of its 
powers which some practitioners still per- 
severe in maintaining :— 

“ E. M., wt. 36, had been delivered in 
the 8th month of pregnancy of her sixth 
child ; the lochial discharge stopped a month 
afterwards ; the catamenia appeared again 
for four days; after two mouths it again 
stopped, which gave reason to suppose she 


might be pregnant again. However, at the) 


end of Feb., 1828, after suffering pain at the 
abdomen and surrounding parts, a bloody 
discharge began, which at last was very 
profuse, aud mixed with clots of blood. 
Bloodletting, at first, and other means were 
employed, but with little, and that not per- 
manent, relief. She wenton in this preca- 
rious state till March the 30th; whea the 
blood beginning to flow as profusely as 
before, Dr. Spairani was called for, who, 
in examining her per vaginam, found the 
os uteri half open, swelled, and in a venous 
state. Ile ordered one drachm of ergot of 
rye, divided into six powders, two of which 
were taken the same day, the Soth. The 
bloody discharge and the pain speedily di- 
minished under the use of this remedy, and 
she was permanently cured by the 3d of 
April.” 

““N. F., after a long and painful labour, 
was delivered of her sixth child. Enght 
days afterwards she was taken ill with pam 
in the abdomen and loins, and a profuse 
menorrhagia took place, which more or less 
continued for two days, when Dr. Spairaui 
was called in. Ile ordered the usual dose 
of secale cornutum, but no eftect took place ; 
another dose was directed, but without any 
relief; a third dose was ordered to be 


bought at another chemist’s. The first pow- , 


ders of the new parcel speedily diminished 
the hemorrhage, and it was completely 
stopped before the whole quantity was con- 
sumed ; the remedy was as usual continued 
for some time afterwards to secure the good 
effect of it.” 


|in regard to the employment of this remedy. 
An epistaxis took place from the left nostril 
in a child five years old. Cold applica- 
|tions to the head quickly reduced the loss 
of blood, but it did not prevent the irregu- 
lar recurrence of the hemorrhage for seve- 
lral days. Eight powders, of four grains 
jeach, of the secale cornutum, mixed with a 
|little sugar, were ordered to be taken every 
two hours. The hemorrhage stopped in a 
few hours, and did not appear again. An- 
other packet was ordered to be given at 
longer intervals, which insured the cure of 
the disease. ‘The second case was that of a 
girl 15 years of age, not yet menstruating, 
who was kept in bed with gastric fever. To- 
wards the 15th of August, 1829, epistaxis 
took place from the left nostril, which she 
bad previously been subjected to, Her head 
being relieved by the loss of blood, no- 
thing was at first done tocheck it. Relaxing 
however for too long a time, means were, 
applied which hod been found beneficial in 
other instances, Ln spite of them, however, 
the hemorrhage continued till the morning 
of the i6th. Dr, Spairani was called in 
ubout seven o'clock a.m.; he ordered 24 
grains of secale cornutum, divided into six 
parts, one powder to be given every ten 
minutes. As the nostril contained clots of 
blood, and cold lotions were still applied to 
the forehead, he suspended the latter, and 
the nostril was well cleaned before the re- 
medy was exhibited, but a clot of blood came 
away, and the hamorrhage went on with 
greater violence. Almost all the first dose 
was consumed in half an hour, and the hx- 
morrhage did not stop. Another dose was 
ordered, and the epistaxis was checked after 
the seventh powder was taken, viz. the first 
of the second dose. The remedy was con- 
tinued through all the day, and no more blood 
flowed. On the next morning, however, 
Aug. 17th, and on subsequent days, a few 
drops of blood appeared again almost at the 
same hour, which was constantly stopped 
by the administration of some portions of 


|the remedy. ‘The fever went on through its 


Four cases of uterine congestion follow, | regular course, and in March, 1830, the 


‘in which the same plan of treatment was 
followed, and with the same results. By 
uterine congestion, Dr. Spairani means that 
sta'e of local irritation of the vascular sys- 
tem of the womb, which is not, properly 
speaking, a state of inflammation, but which 
may be considered as the first step towards 
it. Instances of this kind are to be met 
with in cases of irregular menstruation, 
which are very often accompanied by great 
pain in the hypogastric region and loins, 
with other symptoms of greater orless gene- 
rul disturbance, 

Two cases of epistaxis are related in Dr, 
Spairani’s paper; Dr. Negri considered 


them very interesting, as being quite novel | 





| girl was enjoying perfect health. 
; ‘Case. —A girl of twelve years of 
age was subject to an obstinate habitual 
eatarrch, On the morning of the 26th of 
January, 1829, she had an attack of cough 
followed by hemoptysis, which afterwards 
continued, mixed with mucus. Half a 
drachm of the ergot of rye in eight parts, 
taken in the first 24 hours, reduced very 
much the quantity of blood, which then only 
‘slightly tinged the expectoration, The re- 
medy was augmented to two scruples and 
a half in the twenty-four hours. On the 
fourth day no more blood was to be seen in 
the spittle, and, what was surprising, the 
mucous expectoration at first diminished on 
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ERGOP OF RYE IN H-EMORRHAGE, 637 
the subsequent days, and ceased at last, so! 1822, Dr. Aslee of Philadelphia, and Dr, 
as to leave the paient quite cured on the | Balardiniin 1826, used it to arrest bemor- 
eighth day, baving from the fourth gradu- | rhage occasioned by deficient uterine con- 
ally diminished the quantity of the remedy. | tractions. Dr. Shallcross recommended it 
‘Two cases of h®maturia cured by the same in menorrhagia occasioned by partial detach- 
remedy are the last which are recorded in| mentof the placenta, Professor Dewees in 
the Annal, Universali. Dr. Negri consider- | 1826, expressed his belief that it would have 
ed them of deep surgical interest. jan influence over h@morrhages in general ; 
ist. A gentleman of 70 years old had an and Dr. Marshall Hall at last mentions in 
attack of ischuria which required the use of the Loudon Medical and Physical Journal 
the catheter, This operation had at first no’ May, 1829, a case of menorrhagia cured by 
bad consequences ; but after having been|this remedy after three months’ trial: he 
employed for many times, it was followed by | recommends it also in leucorrhaa. 
hematuria, which at last becoming rather) Four other cases, two of menorrbagia and 
alarming, Dr. Spairani thought proper to two of hemoptysis, were afterwards pub- 
have recourse to the secale cornutum, This lished in the subsequent number for May 
experiment succeeded so well as to permit | and June of the same year, by Dr. Pigualla; 
afterwards the vse of the catheter without | and another case of menorrhagia subsequent 
any loss of blood at the time of the opera- | to parturition, cured by the secule cornutum, 
tion or afterwards. |which was given in the dose of ten grains 
The second isa gentleman who was la- every two hours, for three times, by Dr. 
bouring for many years under chronic dis- P, L. Manrage, was extracted from the 
ease of the bladder, The great discharge of Archives Gén. de Méd. Avril 1830, and in- 
mucus which passed with the urine was at serted in the number of Omodie’s dnnales 
last mixed with blood. Many remedies for March, 1850, 
were employed to arrest the hemorrhage, In respect to the mode of employing this 
but without success. Although it was remedy, Dr. Spairani makes, at last, the 
rather difficult to believe it possible to stop | following general remarks : 
a hemorrhage which was the consequence To obtain good and speedy effect from it, 
of an organic lesion of the mucous mem- | it is necessary to get the remedy of the best 
brane of the bladder, yet it was thought | quality, or it will fail, as in the case of 
proper to try the secale cornulum, were it menorrhagia, The dose of it must be gene- 
only for the purpose of satisfying the mind | rous, and often and regularly repeated, from 
of the distressed patient after having failed xxiv grs. to Ixxij, distributed through the 
in other attempts. ‘To the astonishment of 24 hours, If the hamorrbage be violent, it 
the other medical gentlemen who attended | must be given every ten minutes in re- 
the patient, the hamorrhage ceased a few fracted quantities; if not, every two hours, 
hours after the new remedy was employed.! or longer, will be enough. 
This, however, could not save the life of the Dr. O’Suavcunessy related a case of ute- 
sufferer. | rine hemorrhage consecutive on premuture 
Dr. Negri also noticed, briefly, the histo-| parturition, which had recently fallen under 
rical details eonnected with the use of the | his observation, in which he used the se- 
secale cornutum, be also noticed the principal | cale cornutum wit! considerable success. 
writers who have testified to its therapeutic} Dr. Bricker denied that the ergot possess- 
value. ed any anti-hamorrhagic property ; he had 
The secale cornutum, which by chance | used it in the most abundant doses, and had 
was originally known for its pernicious | procured it fromthe most respectable sources, 
qualities when taken mixed with food, and | but never could find it to produce any effect ; 
as having produced abortion in pregnant | he considered cold the most efficacious mode 
women who ate bread which contained it! of arresting uterine hemorrhage. 
in small quantity, was at first used empiri-} Dr. Barry said, that in Rust’s Maga- 
cally by the common people to promote | zine there was an account of experiments 
Jabour-pains, and to diminish the immode- | instituted on men, for the express purpose 
rate lochial discharge, and sometimes crimi-| of deciding whether the ergot possessed 
nally to produce abortion. It was after-| any and what physiological action. After 
wards taken into consideration by obstetri-|a few drachms had been consumed, vehe- 
cal practitioners, and its elective action upon | ment tormina and flatulent discharges in- 
the uterus being ascertained, it has been | variably succeeded, and the ergot was ob- 
successfully employed by them to excite the} liged to be discontinued. This he consi- 
too languid contractions of this organ, jdered sufficient proof that it did possess 
Professor Bigeschi in 1823, in Italy, and | some action, and he moreover thought that 
Dr. Guiilemont in France, in 1829, employ- | numerous proofs had been afforded, by ex- 
ed this drug as the most convenient remedy | perience, of its control over the uterine 
for uterine hemorrhages occurring from|tuuctions. Perhaps its arresting hemor- 
want of coutractubility after delivery, In | thage might receive a mechanical ¢aplana- 








638 FRACTURE OF THE LEG. 


tion from the distension of the adjacent] travasation of blood, and the fracture was 
hollow viscera, by the copious production | comminuted. He isa collector fora brewery, 
of flatus, which, in the German experiments, | has lived freely, and is of an irritable habit. 
had been seen to be a constant effect of the | The leg was placed in a junk ; lotion ordered 
use of the ergot. He further alluded to the |to be kept constantly applied, and to have 
diseases it was known to produce, viz., the | an anodyne draught. 
dry gangrene of the feet, and concluded by! 31. Has passed a restless night; is 
expressing his conviction of the great auti- | fidgetty and talkative ; incoherent on some 
hemorrhagic virtnes of the remedy. points ; skin cool; pulse irregular, slow, 
Mr. Giisert Burver alluded to the epi-| and full ; tongue moist ; has vomited three 
demic injury produced by the eaters of the | or four times. Ordered beef-tea; gin; and 
ergot in bread, one of the effects of which | the following draught to be taken at bed- 
was the induction of premature labour. He|time. Compound spirits of juniper, one 
did not agree with Dr, Barry’s flatulent | drachm anda half; sedative liquer of opium, 
theory ; for example, he could not see how|25 minims; camphor mixture, 11 drachms. 
it could explain the cure of hemorrhage, Jan. 1, 1831. Has passed another bad 
from the nose. night; no sleep ; his countenance still ex- 
Dr, O’Suavcunrssy stated, that a speci- | presses anxiety, is very talkative, his mind 
men of suspected ergot of rye had some | continually wandering ; pulse soft and full, 
months since been given to him for analysis, |84; tongue dry, and very slightly furred ; 
and he found it to be composed of the | vomited several times in the course of the 
sulphate of lime, which had been castina|day. Gin to be continued; the anodyne 
mould and coloured, so as to imitate very | draught to be repeated at bed-time. 
closely the natural ergot, This circumstance, | Jan. 2. Still greatly excited ; delirium 
he believed, would account for many of its| came on suddenly in the night, and in so 


supposed failures. He believed all contro-| violent a manner as to require several men 
versy might be readily terminated by expe-|to hold him, while a strait-waistcoat was 
riments instituted on pregnant animals of} placed onhim. He had during the night a 
the lower grades. Mr. Evans, of Beak/draught as follows:—Sedative liquor of 
Street, a gentleman in extensive obstetric | opium one drachm; wine of tartarized an- 
practice, had recently informed him, that | t:mony, half a drachm ; camphor mixture, 
he had lately used the ergot of rye in seve. | eleven drachms; after which he rested bet- 


ral cases of amenorrhcea and menorrhagia, | ter than in the fore part of the night; this 
and with the best success. morning he does not complain of pain, ex- 
Mr. Krxo conceived, that concerning the | cept in the leg, which was produced there 
action of the ergot nothing had yet been} by his disturbing the junk during the fit of 
determined, and it should therefore be used | delirium; pulse quicker, 96 ; tongue more 
with the utmost caution. He wished the|furred; the pupils of the eyes contracted, 
experiments alluded to by the last speaker |Ordered—}}, Carbonate of ammonia, sir 
to be performed, but in this country there | grains; sedative liquor of opium,ten minims ; 
was no encouragement for any scientific man | camphor mixture, one ounce and a half. 
to devote his time or trouble tothese inves- | Mir. Let this draught be repeated every 
tigations, He thought it not improbable | four hours. The gin to be continued, and 
that the ergot might act as an irritant on| to have some fish for dinner. The anodyne 
the mucous membranes to which it was! draught to be repeated at bed-time. 
applied, and that by the contraction thus| 3. Has passed a better night. No return 
set up, hemorrhage from the uterus might|of the delirium; pulse slower, full, and 
be arreated. |soft. Bowe!s not open since his admission. 
On the 29th, Mr. Quatn brought forward | Ordered— Compound extract of colocynth, 
some valuable observations on the diagnosis | eight grains; Castile soup, three grains; 
of cerebral affections. The discussion on| blue pill, three grains. Mix; make two 
this subject was adjourned to the 6th of | pills tobe taken unmediately. An anodyne 
February. We shail notice Mr. Quain’s| draught at the hour of sleep. Gin to be in- 


paper in our next, creased. 
| 4. Has passed a bad night, is excited; 


|has disturbed the junk during the night; 
|his mind is wandering on his family con- 
jcerns; his bowels have been opened; fxces 
}dark-coloured and offensive ; tongue dry 
land furred ; pulse not increased. Sedative 
| liquor of opium, half a drachm; sulphuric 

Epwarnp Evans, xtat. 52, admitted De-| ether, wine of tartarized antimony, of each 
cember 30th, 1831. In passing along the| fifteen minims ; camphor mitture, eleven 
street be slipped and fell. The tibia and|drachms. Alix; to be taken directly; the 
fibula were fractured ; there was some ex- anodyne draught to be repeated at bed-time. 
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ATTENDANCE 


5. Is better, has slept well; complains of 
thirst,'and has vomited dark matter several 
times; tongue furred, but moist; pulse 
increased; perspires; bowels confined. 
Ordered, calcin 


each five grains ; carbonate of soda, twenty | 


grains ; simple syrup, one drachm ; water, 
one ounce. Let it be taken with half an 
ounce of lemon juice after the vomiting , and 
repeat ut if requisite. 

7. The vomiting has been checked fora 
short time by the effervescing draught, but 
it has returned; he keeps nothing on his 
stomach; he seems however much easier. 
Obscure tenderness of the abdomen. Jet 
a common enema be administered daily. 
hk, Best mosch, five grains; opium, one 
grain. Mir; form a pill to be taken at 
bed-time. To have some port-wine every 
day. 

12. There has been no variation in the 
symptoms for the last five days ; the vomit- 
ing still continues, and purging occasionally ; 
what passes is very dark-coloured and offen- 
sive; the tenderness of the abdomen is rather 
increased; has an exacerbation towards 
night; no delirium; he has been ordered 
burnt brandy for the sickness of his sto- 
mach, Mercury, with chalk, three grains ; 
extract of hyoscyamus, James's powder, of 
each three grains. To be taken at bed-time 
every night. A blister to be applied over 
the epigastrium. To havea starch enema 
with one drachm of laudanum, 

13. There has been no vesication pro- 
duced by the blister ; cannot pass his water ; 
vomiting continues; purging has ceased 
The catheter to be used. Light leeches 
to the epigastric region. 

14. The symptoms do not vary; pulse 
full, and measures 90 ; very little urine has 
passed ; slight purging ; vomiting continues. 
Mercury, with chalk, extract of henbane, 
of each six grains, to be taken at bed-time. 
To be cupped on the right side to the extent 
of six ounces. Ai blister to be applied after- 
wards. The effervescing draught as be- 
Sore, to be taken every six hours. 

15, The vomiting is violent; rejects 
every-thing he takes. Pulse irregular, quick, 
and febrile ; countenance anxious ; tongue 
very much furred; mind continues incohe- 
rent relative to his business and family con- 
cerns; is ordered arrow-root and beef-tea ; 
no urine passes. Brandy to be given as 
usual. The anodyne draught to be repeated 
at bed-time, 

16, Died, 


Post-Mortem Examination. 


Brain unusually healthy. 

Thorax.—the lungs were also in a very 
healthy state. The heart was loaded with 
fat. 


ON PAUPERS. 


Abdomen.—Liver healthy. No traces of 
inflammation in the stomach or kidneys, 
The small intestines were, for the most part, 
| in a high state of inflammation. Their mu- 
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magnesia, rhubarb, of | cous coat was loaded with vessels gorged 


| with dark blood; they were also very much 
‘ulcerated. The bladder was contracted to a 
very small compass. 





REMUNERATION FOR PROFESSIONAL 
ATTENDANCE ON PAUPERS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 


Str,—Having been for many years a 
reader of your valuable book T'ux Lancer, 
and an admirer of the spirit of rectitude 
which generally pervades it, I feel greatly 
desirous to trespass upon you for an inser- 
tiou, to obtain, if possible, correct informa- 
tion on a subject which involves in it the 
interests of a large class of country practi- 
tioners, who, with myself, I can answer for 
it, would feel highly gratified by its perusal. 
The subject is the difficulty with which 
medical men obtain remuneration for pau- 
pers out of the parish in which they reside, 
in extreme cases, before au order can possi- 
bly be received from the overseer, It is 
exceedingly lamentable that a pauper should 
die from want of medical attention, and very 
hard that humanity on the part of medical 
men should not be rewarded, and particu- 
larly if they advise the parish of the circum- 
stance as early as possible. The following 
recent occurrence, in my Own experience, 
will illustrate what I mean. I was called 
| suddenly to a case of peritoneal inflamma- 
|tion, in a pauper whose parish was seven 
miles off ; it being a second attack, I sup- 
posed she would not recover. ‘the next day 
I wrote to the parish per post acquainting 
them with the extremity of the case, the 
impossibility of the pauper paying for at- 
tenance this time (she having, with great 
difficulty, discharged her former biil), and 
soliciting their immediate order for attend- 
ance, informing them, at the same time, 
** that I should continue my attendance,and 
do what was proper, until I heard from 
them.” These gentlemen took no notice of 
my letter, and | took it for granted that [ 
was in the path of duty in attending until 
the patient was out of danger, alter which 
I sent my bill per post, which these worthy 
gentlemen refused to pay, alleging, as an 
excuse, that I had no order from them. Now, 
I should be exceedingly glad to know, whe- 
ther the above parish is not liable from the 
date of my letter. I remember a similar 
case being tried a few years ago, I think 
before the excelleut Lord Tenterden, and it 
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was decided in favour of the medical man. ! 


I] am sorry it was not then generally pub- 
lished. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 


Joun Hoang, M.R.CS,, &e. 


Warminster, Jan, 21, 1851, 





SPONTANFOUS COMBUSTION OF FINELY+ 
DIVIDED CHARCOAL, 


CAUTION TO GUNPOWDER MANUFACTURERS. 


I~ the last number of the Munales de 


Chimie, Xe. which bas arrived in this coun- | 


try, we find a paper on this singular subject 
by M. Aubert, colonel of artillery. He de- 
tails the several circumstances of the spon- 
taneous combustion of charcoal, which took 
place in the powder mills at Metz, in 1828 ; 
and he also gives an account of the experi- 
ments instituted in order to investigate the 
nature of the occurrence. The following are 
the results of the inquiry :— 

Charcoal in the state of minute division, 
to which it is reduced by trituration on a 
large scale, assumes the appearance of a 
thick unctuous liquid, and in this condition 
it occupies considerably less space than it 
does in the undivided state ; it also absorbs 
air with much greater rapidity. This ab- 
sorption is accompanied by an intense dis- 
engagement of heat, which must be regarded 
as the true cause of the spontaneous com- 
bustion. ‘The combustion often takes place 
within twenty-four hours after the tritara- 
tion, and commences towards the ceutre 
of the mass of charcoal. ‘The variations of 
the thermometer, barometer, or hygrometer, 
have no apparent influence over the occur- 
rence. ‘Ihe charcoal most readily affected 
in this manner is prepared by distillation, 
and in order that the spoutaneous inflamma- 
tion should happen, it is necessary that there 
should be at least 30 lbs. weight of charcoal 
together, The combustion usually occurs the 
more certainly in proportion to the short- 
ness of the time between the carbonization 
of the wood and trituration of the charcoal. 
Free access of air is essentially necessary. 
During the trituration, the air in the appa- 
ratus undergoes no change, neither is air 
decomposed ti!! the combustion commences, 
Sulphur and saltpetre added to the charcoal, 
prevent the spontaneous combustion, though 
the temperature of the charcoal, neverthe- 
less, experiences a marked elevation ; but 
though this increase is not very great, M. 
Aubert considers it dangerous to leave these 
mixtures exposed to the air in large masses 
after trituration. 


COMBUSTION OF CHARCOAL.—SURRELY DISPENSARY, &c. 


CauTiog.—Medical men are cautioned to be on 
their guard against au impostor whe is in the habit 
of calling at private houses, when he is certain that 
the master is out, and inquiring if Mr. —— is at 
home. On being answered in the negative, he re- 
quests to be furnished with pen, ink, and paper, to 
write to the gentleman whom he pretends to be 
most aixious to see, but fears he shall not be able 
to call again, He is, therefore, shown into an 
apartment for the purpose of writing, and watches 
for an opportunity to pocket whatever appears to 
him worthy of that distiaction, Having written a 
few lines describing himself to be a medical man in 
embarrassed circumstances, and requesting some 
pecuniary assistance, he leaves the house. This 
man having watched Mr, Dixon, surgeon, of New- 
man Street, out of his house on Monday last, took 
advantage of his absence, and gained admittance 
under the pretence above mentioned, The servant 
very fvolishly showed him into the drawing-room 
for a few minates, during which time he contrived 
to pocket, unperceived by her, a medallion that 
had been presented to Mr. Dixon some years ago 
by the Duke of Sussex, as president of the Humane 
Society, for having restored a youth who had been 
in a state of suspended animation from drowning. 

—_—_—— 
} Sonrnry Dispensary, Feb. 1, 1831, To the Editor 
| of Tux Lancet. Sir,—! beg to correct the mis- 
statement made in the last number of your Journal 
| respecting the Surrey Dispensary. The promises 
| iu the prospectus made to the pupils have been fully 
performed, as will be testified by those gentlemen 
| who have availed themselves of all the opportunities 
| this institation affords for information, 
| The examinations have been conducted with only 
one exception (and that was yn Christmas day) on 
Saturday evenings at half-past six o’clock; and 
| clinieal lectures On the cases present have been 
given regularly on Wednesdays and Satufdays he- 
tween the hours of eleven and one. Will you have 
the goodness to insert this in your next number, as 
the misstatement requires immediate correction, 
I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient humble 
servant, Joun Srapvon, apothecary to the Dis- 
| pensary. 





TO OUR READERS, 


The present Number contains an extra half sheet, 
paged from 589 to 596, which half sheet we shall be 
obliced if our readers will substitute for the leaves 
containing corresponding pages in our last week’s 
Number, The lecture contamed in that Number 
was, by a singular mistake, put into the printer's 
thands before the short-hand writer’s notes had 

undergone the customary Corrections, and the error 
| by another rare mistake passed through the press 
junamended. We accordingly now present our 
readers with a perfect copy ot the lecture in such a 
|} form as will permit of their cancelling the old 
| leaves, and inserting the new ones in place of them, 








CORRESPONDENTS, 
To the Editor —There are several men practis- 
| ing in this neighbourhood (Evesham) who have re- 
cently inoculated scores for the sMall-pex; if you 
wish I will send their names, and get all properly 
authenticated ; can they be punished ? 
Curkurces, 
| There is no law to prevent the practice of inocu- 
lating for small pox, but it is a most disgraceful and 
| dangerous practice, and the promoters of it cannot 
ibe too severely reprobated. The publication of 
their names, however, would be useless, as they 
must already be inseusible to every feeling of 
shame.—Ep. L. 
A Pupil of St. Thomas's must send us his name 
; and address in confidence. 


The letter of Mr. Johnson next week, 





